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COMICAL FELLOW. 


R. Harley falling into diſcourſe with a ſea officer, at 
Bath, and the diſcourſe turning upon hunting, tha 
captain gave the following deſcription of a chace: Our 
horſes being compleatly rigged, we manned them to their 
full complement, and the wind being at north and by eaſt, 
at ſeven A. M. a fleet of twenty fet ſail over the downs. In 
about three-quarters of a watch we eſpied a hare under full 
-gale; we tacked and ſtood after her, crouding all the fail - 
we could ; but coming cloſe up with her, ſhe tacked, and 
we tacked, upon which tack I had like to have run aground ; 
however, getting cloſe off, I ſtood after her again; but un- 
luckily, juſt as we were going to lay her aboard, being too 
much wind, my horſe ard I overſet, and came keel up- 
wards. | Es N 


A poor man and a wealthy farmer had a law-ſuit ; the 


= poor man gave the lawyer 2 pot of ol, and was told tha 


is cauſe was good ; but no ſooner was he gone, than the 
farmer came and preſented a fat hg. 'The cauſe came 


on, and the farmer gained the day. The poor man, after 


the trial, went to expoſtulate with the lawyer, for his baſe 
conduct, ſaying, M hen I gave you the pot of oil you 
{:id my cauſe was good, but you have entirely neglected 
it, Poor man, faid the lawyer, I am ſorry tor thee ; but 


B39- you 


Was able. Pray Doctor, are you not a juſtice of the 


; 
| 


& 04.) 


you was no ſooner gone, than a fat hog came in and 
broke your pot of oil, which put the cauſe quite out of my 


head. , f f 


A perſon bought a pair of horns, and brought them | 
home; his wife aſked what he meant; he ſaid to hang his 4 


hat on. Good lord, ſays ſhe, cannot you heep 425 hat on 
_ head ? . 


9 


Doctor "FT being in company with Doctor Naſh, 
who had, juſt printed two heavy folios, containing the 
antiquities of Worceſterſhire ; the warden humourouſly 
obſerved to the Doctor, that his publication was dehicient, 
in ſeveral reſpects. Dr. Naſh, as was but natural, en- 
deavoured to defend his volumes in the beſt manner he 


7 por! I am, replied the Doctor. Then, ſays Barton, 


adviſe you to fend your work to the House of Cor- 
rection. 


Dating the time of the attack on Sullivan's Iſland, 
General Lee was one day reconnoitering the commu- 
nication made by the bridge. of boats between that place 
and the continent, As the balls whiſtled about in 
abundance, he obferved one of his aid de- camps, A very 
young man, to ſhrink every now and then, and by the 
mation of his body, wiſhed to evade, if poſſible, the ſhot." 
Sdeath, Sir, cried Lee, what do you wean? Do you 
dodge? Do you know that the King of Pruſſia loſt above 
an hundred aid de-camps in one campaign? Sol under- 
ſand, Sir, replied the young officer ; ; but 1 did net think 205 
could ſrare quite ſo * 


A lady aſked an Iriſh 5 he liked Veſtris, 
the dancer. Upon my ſhoul, ſaid the * I think L 
he handles his legs bravely. | 


7 


5 Gr 


George Garrick, being one of Holland s executors, with 
his uſual good nature, for no man poſſeſſed more; under: 
took to manage the funeral in a way ſuitable to his 


- friend's circu nſtances, for which purpoſe he, went to 


Chiſwick, and ordered a decent vault, and ſuch other 
preparations as he thought neceſſary. Holland's father 
Was a baker. Poote was invited to the funeral, which he 
certainly attended with unſeigned ſorrow; for, excluſive 
of the real concern for the loſs of a convivial companion, 
whenever he had a ſetious moment he felt with very ſtrong 
ſuſceptibility, While the ceremony was performing 
Garrick remarked to Foote, how happy he was, out o 
reſpect to his friend, to ſee every thing ſo decently con- 
ducted. You lee, ſaid he, what a ſnug family vault we 
have made here, Family vault !, exclaimed Foote, with 
tears trickling down his cheeks. Da ume if [ dig n not * it 
had. been the faniily oven. 


A man was examined before Sir John Fielding upon f 
a charge of a highway robbery, inſtituted by a geritleman 
of diſtinction, who ſwore poſitively to every circuinſtance 


of the robbery, but could not identify the pèrſon of the 


robber. In the courſe of the buſineſs the right honourable 
witneſs ſeemed extremely offended, that Sir John ſhould 
ay the priſoner ſo uch reſpe t, and him} as he thought, 
1 very Fitts for which diſcontent he received the follow - 
ing rebuke. 1 em keartily ſorry that you are offended at my 
Joftenmg the rigour of juſtice with a. little kumanity. The pri- * 


ſoner is 7 8 8 more to my attention than you are, becauſe he is 


unfortunate. If he ſhould be guilty, the law is ſevere enough 
without any exaggeration on my part; but if innocent, how could 
T excuſe myſelf for adding inſult to misfortune ? | 


Dignum, and Moſes Keen, the mimic, were both tay- 
lors and intimate friends. Banniſter met them under the 
piazza, in covent-garden, arm in arm. I never Tee 
thoſe two men together, ſaid Charles, but they put me 

/ ot a 


| 
| 
ö 


3 
in mind of one of Snaxeipeare s comedies. But which 


of them, a ppc cries e . Meaſure . 
Meaſi " 


Ar. impertinent fellow, who was 2 8 to wad 
Guildford, aſked him, in the pit of the opera, who 


lady, ſaid the noble lord, is my wife. It is true, 
that ſhe is a plain woman, I am a plain man. You, 
J perceive, are a plain dealer; and that is the r 
truth. N 8 


= 


Shuter was one day at dinner in a promiſcuous cora- 


would begin to be comital. ed: ſaid Shuter, I. forgot 

my fool's dreſs, but however, [ll go and fetch it, if you'll be 

- my ” Alu till I return, The man thought this very co- 

mical, and declared he would. Shuter then took his hat 
and cane, went away, and did not return at all. 


At Ipſwich, during the race week, the landlord of one of 


dhe principal inns had advertiſed his beds at a-guinea 


a piece; and fearing, on account of the exorbitant de- 
mand, that viſitors ſhould be induced to take lodgings, he 
procured, with great cunning and induſtry, a promiſe from 


What was the conſequenc2? Ipſwich is very large, and 
the ſtrangers naturally ſaid, if wecan get lodgings no cheap- 
er at private houſes than at inns, we had better be where 
our horſes can be taken care of. Thus few private lodgings 
were let, the inns were full, and the landlords leughed at the cre- 
dulity of their neighbours. 5 


An Italian, whoſe name was Grimeni, after he had been 
in England about a month, happened, as he was ſtrolling 
about, to find himſelf near Billingſgate, ſeeing him a 

_ foreigner, he was preſently huſtled about; and in _—_ 
t 


that plain lady was, immediately before him — That 


pany, and as foon as the cloth was taken away, one of 
oy them got up, and entreated, as a particular favor, he 


the other inhabitants, that they would aſk the ſame price. 


A. - 


7 3 


the fiſhwomen and watermen determined to give him 
what they termed a compleat black-guarding. Grimant, 
who fcarcely underſtood a word of Engliſh, hearing the 
word damn frequently uſed, was ſtruck as quick as light- 
Ding with the idea, that he could conquer them with their- 
own weapons. He thought he had nothing to do but to 


think of a number of names unknown to the mob, and 


therefore began: damn Cicero, damn Plutarch, damm 
Ariſtotle, damn Demoſthenes, damn Plato, damn 
Anaxageras, damn Scipio, damn Hanibal, damn Pliny, 
damn Agememnon, damn Achilles, and thus he went 
on with extreme volubility, throwing his muſcles, which 
was. a thing extremely eaſy for him to do, into the 
utmoſt contortions, till at length one of the mob cried 
out, damme, come along Fack, we ſtand no chance with 


this fellow, he black guards ten times better than any of us 
can. | >; | 


When Sir Elijah Impey was on his paſſage from 
India, he was continually kept in his cabin from indiſ- 
poſition, while her ladyſhip was in very good health, and 


conſtantly on deck. One fine day ſhe coaxed him ont 


to enjoy a little air; and as he was walking the deck, 
it having blowed pretty hard the preceding day, a 
fhark was playing by the tide of the ſhip. Having never 
ſeen ſuch an object before, he beckoned to one of 
the {1ilors, to tell him what it was. Being aſked the 
queſtion ; Why don't you know, an't pleaſe your honour ? 
ſaid the Jack Tar. No, ſaid Sir Elijah, what is the name 
of it? Why, replied the tar, I don't know what name 
they call em by aſhore, but here we call em eg 
layers. — 8 | | 


A fooliſh ſtage- ſtruck youth ran away trom his friends, 
and got among a moſt l»w and miſerable ſet of ſtrollers. 
A relation, after a time, diſcovered him juſt as he was 
going on the ſtage in Aing Richard; and on his reading 
him a pretty ſevere lecture on his folly and diſobedience, 

| EG, B 4 | xeceived 


received an anſwer ſuitable to all the ridiculous conſe- 
quence and aſſumed pomp of a mock monarch. Io this 
heanſw ered : Theſe are fine loſty words; but 'tis a great 
pity, Mr. King Richard, that you cannot afford to buy a better 
par of fboes, The actor, looking at his toes, which were 
ſtaring him in the face, without loſing his vivacity, 
cried out: Shoes! O damme, jhoes are things we Aings don'l 
fand upon. | | 


A noble commander, becauſe he could not conceal it, 


was continually boaſting of his riſe from a private man. 
His conſtant expreſſion was, did you ever fee me do fo and 
ſo, when I was a private ſoldier. One day, in the Iſland 
-of St. Euſtatius, as he was reviewing his troops, he 
took notice of a man in the ranks who was very dirty. 
Going up to him: How dare you, ſaid he, appear in that 
naſty condition before me; your ſhirt is as black as ink; 


did you ever ſee me with ſuch a dirty ſhirt? No, your 


. honour, anſwered the poor man; to be fure, your 
honor, I never did; but then your honour will pleaſe 


to recollect, i that your honour's mother n. 


woman. 


In one of the engagements with the. French at Cud- 


dalore, during the late war, the 101ſt regiment gave way, 
and their places were immediately ſupplied by a battallion 
of black infantry. — A gentleman fhortly afterwards in 


company with Colonel Kennedy, then of the Madraſs Ar- 
tillery, and converſing on the ſubject, ſaid he was ſur- 


priſed that they gave way; and ſo am I too, ſaid the 


Colonel, for they are all tried men. How can you make 
out that? ſays the gentlemen, for they are a new regi- 
ment. Oh! by] s, ſays the Colonel, they were all 
long ſince tried at the Old Bailey. Tk 


An unfaſhionable gentleman called on his taylor to pay | 
his bill ſoon after the receipt of it, but not meeting with 


bim at home, mentioned to his wife, that a pair of ſilk 


breeches 


* * 


FLOG 


— 


(pF 
breeches was charged which he never ordered. I was alc 
ways ok; to pleaſe my huſband's cuſtomers, agd if you 


will juſt ſtep into the next room, I will take off _ breeches 
immediately. | 


A Ducheſs, hearing that 2 man in a \ hich poſt, berg I 


he had an opportunity to finger a great deal of money, had 


married his kept miſtreſs; Dear me, ſaid foes that nt 18 


ae robbing the public. 


A lawyer and his clerk riding on the road, the clerk 
defired to know what was the chief point of the law: 
His mafter ſaid, if he would promiſe to pay for their 


ſuppers that night he would tell him; which he agreed 
to. Why then, ſaid the maſter, good witneſſes are the 


chief points in law, When they came to the inn, the 
maſter beſpoke a couple of fowls for ſupper ; and when 
they had ſupped, told the clerk to pay for them, ac- 
cording to agree ment. O, Sir, ſays he, where is your 


good wilneſs ? 


It was ſaid of a — country ſquire, at his 1 urn 


from his travels to France, by which he was greatly 
altered, though not in the leaſt improved, that he went 


there a leaden image, but was  remurnell one of plaiſter of 
paris. 5 


A gentleman was joaking 1 a phyſician, in the - 
preſence of Mr. Farquhar, concerning the faculty's 


wearing ſwords, ſaying, he thought it an abſurd cuſtom, 
as theirs ought to be a dreſs rather of gravity than 


gaiety, and therefore ſhould leave the ſword to the 
military, and other gentlemen, But Mr. Farquhar in- 


fiſted it was quite a neceſſary cuſtom ;| and upon being 


aſked his reaſons for it, replied, in order that they 


may defend themſelvez. againſt the reſentment of the 


. friends and relations f th Hany patients they now . out of 


e world, 


F 5 ' On 


4 


( 


10 


On a Wel at the Admiralty Seſſions, for ſhooting 2 "Mn 
mn; the council for the crown aſked one of the witneſſes, 


which” he 


was for, 


plaintiff or -defendant,—Plaintiff or 


defendant ? ſays the ſailor, ſcratcbing his head, why I don't 


know what you mean by plaint iff or defendant. 
ſpeak for that mon there © pointing at the priſoner, — 


1 come te 


You are a pretty fellow for a witneſs, Tays the council, 
not to know what plaintiff and defendant means Some time 


after, being aſked by the ſame council, what 


part of the 


Thip he was in at the time,; abaft the binnaele, my lord, 


Lays the failor. 


$12nacle i es / 


Abaft the binnacle. Teplied the barriſter ; 
what part of the ſhip is that? Ha! ha! ha! 
ſailor, are you not a pretty fellow for a counſellor, (pointing 
archly at en his 2 not to know at abaft the 


chuckled the 


A s telling the huſband of a lady remarkably 
that he could never look at his wife withcut 


deautiful, 


Dreaking the tenth commandment. Your lordſhip, re- 


plied the gentleman, is welcome to break the tenth com- 


1 mandment GS _ as yer pleaſe, | rovided you do no break the 


The Jncheſs of Dorſet ſent a card of i invitation t to Mr. 
Pitt, with her reſpects, and to requeſt his company to 
dinner at ten o'clock the next day; when he returned for 
anſwer, he was forry ke could not attend her Grace's in- 
vitation; as he was engaged to ſup al nine o'clock the lame 


ay with the Riſhop of Lincoln. 


A young gentleman” having the misfurtune to üer 
Sie wives, being in company with a number of ladies, was 


ſeverely rallied by them upon the circumſtanee. At laſt one 


of them 


put the queſtion to him, how he managed to have 


Auch good luck: Why, madam, fays he, I knew they could 


v. 


4 


not live without contradicticn, therefere ] let them go their own 


The 


. (4-4 E 


The 1 late Dr. Anas had notes 0 P?Y a viſit to * 
biſhop Potter's ſon, then Rector of Chiddingſtone, near 
Tunbridge. This gentleman li ved in a country where the 
roads were deep and miry. Dr. Young, aſter much dans 
ger and difficulty, arrived at the hcuſe, when he enquired 
whoſe field that was he had juſt croſſed. It is mine, an- 

ſwered his friend. True, ſaid the poet, Potter S field * 


ſtraug ers. 


Sir Walter Raleigh one day ſmoaking in his Bondy, 's 
inadvertently called to his man to bring him a tankard* Þ 
of ſmall beer; when the fellow entered the room, he — _ |} 
threw all the liquor in his maſter's ſace, and running — 
down ſtairs, bawled out, fire! fire! Sir Walter has fludied - © 
till his head is on . and the ſmoke burſts out of his meuth 8 
1 0 _ 


- 


— — 


14 Dr. nt biſhop of - Worceſter, who was as remark- 
Y ble for the evenneſs of his temper as for many other 
good qualities, having a Þrge company at his houſe, a 
gentleman preſent deiired his lordſhip to ſhew him a 
curious weather-glaſs, which the biſhop had lately pur- 
chaſed, and which coſt him above thirty guineas. The 
ſervant was accordingly defired to bring it, who on de- 
4 livering it to the gentleman, accidentally let it fall, and | 
18 broke it all to pieces. The company were all a little de- 2 
* ranged, but particularly the gentleman who aſked to ſee þ 
; it, who was making many apologies for the accident. Be 
under no concern, my dear fir, ſaid the biſhop, ſmiling, 
J think it is rather a lucky omen, we have hitherto had a 
{ very dry ſeaſon, and now I hope we ſhall have ſome rain, 
3 For I proteſt I do not remember ever to have _ the glaſs Jo low 
| in my life. 


A certain captain, remarkable for his uncommon. height, 3 2 
being one day at the rooms at Bath, a lady noticing him ; 
8 who he was; when ſhe was informed of his fa - "A 


B 6. . mily 


— 


— 
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ſuited for the ſteeple. 


* 


Mr. Hare, formerly the envoy to Poland, had apart- 


Ley. 


mily and connexion, and that he had been originally in- 


tended for the church; to which ſhe replied, he was better 


— 


A gentleman obſerving in a genteel aſſembly, that Dr. 
Graham, notwithſtanding the notorious indelicacy of his 
lectures, was a man of ſuch humar.ity, that he could not 
reconcile to himſelf the idea of ſeeding on animal food, 
and even wiſhed, if poſſible, to be clothed, as well as fed, 
from the vegetable productions of the earth. To clothe the 


doctor then, in his own way, ſaid a lady, as remarkable for 


her vivacity as her beauty and virtue, his ence ſhould 


certainly be made of hemp. 1 


A gentleman lately decea ſed, who was much employed 
by the nobility to ſuperintend werks of taſte, having 
fniſhed an ex penſive head · piece to a canal, for a certain 
noble duke; after ſome ſhort time it was diſcovered to 
leak; on Which the ducheſs, expreſſing ſome difappreba- 


tion, the deſigner pertly replied : +I thought yuur Grace had 
 Fnown it is the faſhion of the times to run ow. 


ments in the ſame houſe with Mr. Fox, and like his friend 


* 


* 


*. 


Charles, had frequent dealings with the monied Iſraelites. 


One morning, as he was looking out of his window, he 
O>ſerved ſeveral of the tribe aſſembled at the door, for ad- 
mittance: Pray, gentlemen, ſays he, are you Fox-hunitng, 


1 


gr Hare- hunting this morning? 


A man, whoſe wife had been for ſome time indiſpoſed, 
going home one evening, was informed by the ſervant 
that ſhe was dead. Well, ſaid the gentleman, Lam going 
to club, ſend for me it I ſhould be wanted. In about two 
hours he retur ed, and was going to-bed as uſual ; when 


the maid cried--ut: Lord, ſir, don't go there! | have made 
' @ bed for you in (he other chamber. Tes, but I will, Betty, re. 


: turned 


* 


WH. 


| "RE he : Inever yet had a Peaceable Jay wath jeg and am * 
termined to have one * wein before due part. 


88 Ds of Mandan. frequently 9 from 


buſineſs, to indulge in ſenſual pleaſures : on ſuch oecaſions, 


however, he uſually ſeigned*Tadiſpoſition. - His father, 
Antigonus, coming one day to vifit him, during his pre- 


tended illneſs, ſaw a beautiſul young lady retire from his 
chamber. Demetrius, the inſtant he beheld his ſire, told 


him that the fever had juſt left him. I believe you, my my Jont 
laid Antigonus, for [ think I met it at the door. | 


As a preſs-gang, during the late war, were 1 
round Smithfield, they laid hold of a man tolerably well 
dreſſed; who pleaded, that being a gentleman, he was not 
liable to be impreſſed: Haul him along, cries one of the 
tars ; he is the very mam we want; ze preſs a damned num- 
ber of blaczguards, and are cut jedly at a loſs for a Nn to 
teach them good Manners. 


Henry the Fighth of England, and Francis the Firſt of: 
France, were both princes of very warm temper; and the 
former having a delign of ſending an angry meſſage to the 
latter, pitched on Sir Thomas Moore, his Chancellor, for 
the meſſenger. Sir Thomas having received his inſtruc- 


tions, told Henry, that he feared .if he carried ſuch a 
meſſage to ſo violent a man as Francis, it might coſt him 


his head. Never fear, man, taid the King, if Francis 
was to cut off vour head, I would make every French- 
man now in my power at leaſt a head ſhorter. Iam 


much obliged to your majeſty, replied the facetious chan- 


-cellor, but I am much in doubt if . of 22 oy ll TP 
ſhoulders. 


- 


A young country girl! in 1 running after * 
ſhe-aſs, which. was in haſte to get upto her foal, paſſed a 
gentleman on the road ; who obſerving her look - very 
buxom, and * a mind to be witty, called out, whence 

do 


* 
— 


* 


wer” 


— 
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you come, ſweetheart ? From Villejuiff, fir, ſaid the. 
rom Villejuiff! anſwered the gentleman; and do yeu 


ww 


know the daughter of Nicholas Guillot, who lives there? 
Very-well, replied the girl. Be ſo kind then, returned he, 


as to carry her a kiſs from me ; and throwing his arms round 
her neck, was about to falute her. Hold, fir, cried the 


as e will le there Jome time before me. 


A patriotic candidate a pes to a yeoman of a certain 


county for his vote, promiting to exert his influence to 


turn out the miniſtry, and procure a freſh ſet. I hen 1 
m' vote for you, cried the farmer. Why not? ſaid the 
patriot; 1 thought you a friend to your country. —S9 J 
am, replied the yeoman, and for that reaſon I ain not for 
a change in the miniſtry. I know well enough how it is with 
my hogs ;- when I buy them in lean, they eat the devil and all, 

but when they have once got a little fat, the keeping them is nut 
near ſo expenſive ; ſo that I am for keepins the preſent Jet as they 
will devour much le's than a new one. | 


Dr. Roger Lonz, the famous aſtronomer; walking one 


dark evening with Mr. Bomfoy, in Cambridge, and the 
latter coming to a ſhort poſt fixed in the pavement; which 


in the earneſtneſs cf converſation he took to be a boy, 
ſtanding in his way, ſaid, haſtily, Get out of my way boy. 


T kat boy, fir, {aid the d Rar; very calmly, is a poſi-boy, who 


never turns out of his way for any God). 


A failor paſſing. by a cooper's ſhop, and ſeeing a num- 


ber of tubs piled ab ve each other at the door, began to 


kick and tumble them about the ſtreet. The maſter com- 


ing out, and deſiring to know the reaſon of the ſtrange pro- 
_ eceding. . Damm it, replied Jack, why _ not every tub 


4 upon its own bottom. 


girl, diſegtangling herſelf from his rude embrace, ſence you : 
axe in ſuch a hurry, it will be better to give your "Ys to "7 aſs, 


Li 


A cer 


= 
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A certain pope being informed that ſome Jews were 
delirous of the honour of an audience, ſaid— Jews /- 8 
how can they expect to be admitted, who were the murderers of 
our dear Saviour But hearing afterwards that they were 
much afflicted at his refuſal, having brought a very va- 
juable preſent for his holineſs, as a token of their reſpect, 

be cried, with a ſeeming careleſs concern, Well, well, admit 
* them, poor uninformed ignorant wretches, they knew not what 
they were doing. 5 | | | 


— 


An honeſt peaſant, ſettled in a ſmall village, where in 2 
{hort time he gained the good will of atl his neighbours, 
he had, however, the misfortune to leſe one of his beſt 
milch cows in the firſt year, which grieved him exceed- 
ingly; while his wife, who was an excellent maneger, 
tcok it ſo much at heart, that ſhe abſolutely fell tick, 
and died. The good man lamented the lots of his help- 
mate with the moſt unaffected ſorrow, and remained for 
fome months quite inconfolable. His neighbours now 

thought it their duty toreaſon him into reſignation.— My 
friend, ſaid one of them, the wife you have loſt was re- 
ally an excellent woman, but {till you have a good remedy; 
you are a young and honeſt man, and you will find no 
difficulty in-precuring another. For my part, continued 
he, 1 have three daughters, and! ſhall be happy to call you - 
ſon-in-law. Another, on this, offered him his fifter ; 

i I. and a third, his niece, Good God ! exclaimed the mourn- 

er, what a ſtrange place this is! ſince a man who lives here had 

better loſe his wife than his cow : My wife is dead, and lo! you 

tell me I may pick and chuſe, to ſupply her place: but when my 

poor cow died, nobody ever thought of offering me another. = 


A failor, half groggy, paſſing along the ſtreet of a cer- 
tain ſea port town, diſcovered over an admiral's door, an 
eſcutcheon, and very naturally took it for an ale-houſe.— 
The gentleman (a 1uddy looking portly man) ſtanding 25 
| at the door, he clapped him on the ſhoulder, Damn it, land- WI 
| lord, you look like au honeſt fellow, give us a cup of the * 


| 
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The gentleman, to carry on the joke, ordered his ſervant to 


bring him ſome beer, which being done, the jolly tar, 
,drank towards the land lord's good health, and enquired 


what was to pay, which the officer told him he wirt ſettle 


the next time he came that way. 


One Sunday, during, the laſt ſummer, while the weather 
was extremly hot, the-winJows of a certain pariſh church, 


in the dioceſe of Glouceſter, were ſet open, to admit more 


air, while the congregation were aſſembled for divine ſer- 
vice. juſt as the clergyman was beginning his weekly 
diſcourſe) who by the bye was not much celebrated for his 
oratorical powers) a jack-aſs which had been grazing in 
the church yard, popped his head in at a window, and began 
braying with all his might, as if in oppoſition to the re- 
verend preacher. On this a wag prelent, immediately 
got from his ſeat, and with great gravity of countenance, 
exclaimed, On2 at a time, gen/lemen, if you pleaſe! The whole 


congregation ſet up a loud laugh, when the jack-aſs took 


fright, and gave up the conteſt; th zugh, from the clergy- 
man's chagrin and confuſion, he would probably not have 
been the worſt orator. 


—— 


The late king of Pruſſia aſked Sir Robert Sutton, at a 
review of his tall grenadiers, if he thought an equal num- 
ber of Engliſhmen could beat them? I will not affirm, 
ſaid Sir Robert, that an equal number could beat them, 
but I really believe from my Joul, that half the number would be 
willing to try, 


An old Romary ſoldier being involved in a law-ſuit, im- 
plored the protection of Auguſtus; who referred him to 
one of his courtiers, for an introduction to the judges: 
On which the brave veteran, piqued at the emperor's cool- 
neſs, exclaimed—1 did not uſe your highneſs thus, when you 
was in danger at the battle of Adtium; but fought for you myſelf ! 
diſcloſing, at the ſame time, ſeveral wounds he had received 
on that memorable occaſion, The retgrt ſo affected 

| — | 


E 
Auguſtus, that he is faid to have perſonally pleaded the fol- 


dier's cauſe. 


Ew people were greater -admirers of prudence and 
economy than Sir Richard Steele was, in precept ; yet 


nothing could be more diſagreea ble to his temper than the „ 
practice of either. A turn naturally gay and expenſive WE 
frequently reduced him to difficulties, and expoſed him TS 
to ſome circumſtances rather painful to a diſpoſition fo © 4 

. 23 p ; f 5 

delicate and refined. Among the number of people who / £2 
were highly charmed with his converſation, and. writings, 7 
none profeſſed a greater admiration of hoth than a Lin- 4M 
by colnſhire baronet, who uſually met at Button's. This "=> 

gentleman poſſeſſed a very large fortune, had great in- „ 
tereſt, and more than once ſolicited Sir Richard Steele to '2 


command his utmoſt ability, and he ſhould think him- 
ſelf under no little obligation. Theſe offers, though 
made with the moſt ſeeming cordiality, Sir Richard, hows 
ever, declined, with a grateful politeneſs, peculiar to him- r 
ſelf, as at that time he ſtood in no need of the gentle 
man's aſſiſtance. But ſome inſtance of extravagance a 
having once reduced him to the neceſſity of borrowing 

a ſum of money, to ſatisfy an importunate ereditor, he 

thought this a very proper opportunity of calling on his 

friend, and requeſting the loan of an hundred pounds for 

a few days. The gentleman received him with much 
4 civility and reſpect, began to renew his offer of ſervice, | +» 

and begged Sir Richard would give him ſome occaſion to | 

ſhew his friendſhip and regard. Why, fir, ſays Sir 
Richard, I came for that very purpoſe; and if you can lend "i 
me an hnndred pounds for a e days, [ ſhall conſider it a favor. 
Had Sir Richard clapped a piſtol to bis breaſt, and made a 
peremptory demand of his money, the gentleman could 
not have appeared in a greater ſurpriſe than at this un- 
expected requeſt. His offers of friendſhip had been made 
only on a ſuppoſition of their never being accepted, and 
intended only as ſo many baits for Sir Richard's intimacy 
and acquaintance; of which the gentleman, while it BP 
. im v2 
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him nothing, was particularly proud. Recovering, how- 


— 


ever, from his ſurpriſe, he ſtammered out, Why really, 


Sir Richard, I would ſerve you to the utmoſt in my power, but 


et preſent I have not twenty guineas in the houſe, —Sir Richard, 
who ſaw the pitiful evaſion, and was heartily vexed at the 

meanneſs and excuſe. And fo, fir, ſays he, vou have 
drawn. me in to expoſe the {ituation of my affairs, with 
a promiſe of aſſiſtance, and now refuſe me any mark of 
your friendſhip or eſteem. A diſappointment I can bear, 
but muſt by no means put up with an inſult; therefore 
be ſo obliging as to conſider, whether it is more agreeable 
to comply with the terms of my requeſt, or to ſubmit te 
the conſequence of my. reſentment. Sir Richard fpoke 
this in ſo determined a tone of voice, that the baronet 
was ſtartled, and ſaid, ſeeming to recolleR himſelf : — 
Lord ! my dear Sir Richard, I beg ten thouſand pardons ; 
upon my honour I did not remember — Bleſs me, 1 


have an hundred pound note in my pocket, which is 
entirely at your ſervice. So ſaying, he produced the 


note, which Sir Richard immediately put np;, and then 
adtreſſed him in the following manner: Though I deſpiſe an 
obligation from a per ſon of ſo mean a caſt as I am ſatisfied you 
are; yet, rather than be made a fool, I chooſe to accept this hun- 
dred pound, which 1 ſhall return when it ſuits my conventency,- 
But that the next favor may be conferred with a better grace, I 


muſt take the liverty- of pulling you by the noſe, as a proper ex- 


pediency to preſerve your recollectibn. Which Sir Kichar{ 
accordingly did, and then took his leave of the poor ba- 
ronet, who was not a little ſurpriſed at the addity of his 
behaviour. 5 | | 


Lord M———— on a viſit the other day to Carlton 
houſe, was ſtruck with amazcment at-the prince's High- 


| lander, againſt whoſe knee pan bis lordſhip by accident 


bruſhed his noſe. The highlander Sco'd doon, and hoped 
he had not offended; and this his lordihip took ſo kindly, 
that he put ã piece of money in his hand, and at the ſame 
time ſaid, you are one of the moſt extraordinary animals I ever 


'< 10 


fow! The highlander, with peculiar archneſs, refuſed the 
money, laying, My Lord, we tiaw (oak any thing fen one 4 
nother. - | 
Jack Quick laſt ſeaſon at e after hes tested 
through a long play and farce, was regaling himſelf 
behind the ſcenes with a tankard of brown ftout—when . 
Lord Barrymore was applauding him with, ell done, old 
Barnaby. I thank your Lordſhip, I was old Barnaby, but 
at preſent I am Aout Little r : 


When Quick was playing, (as he lately did with EN 

applauſe) Richard the Third, for his benefit, a wag en- 
quiring. what could induce him to ſport bimſelf! in * 
—when he was anſwered : 


Be it for better, be it for worſe, 
The Treaſurer ſays it werghtens the purſe. 


It is to be remembered, that this excellent eomedian, 
who ſo inimitably pourtrays the old character, made his 
debuts in Alexander the Great, Lear, Hamlet, and a Jong 
| liſt of et cetera characters. 


— 


Mrs. Woffin gton, who often performed i in men's clonths, Be 
ſaying one-day, in the green room, that ſhe imagined half 
the town took her for a man, —No, no, ſays Mrs. Clive; 


you muſt certainly be OO for above to the town now . 
you to be a woman. 


A quaker enquiring after the bealth vY a certain nobles 
man, was told that he was exceſſively afflicted with the 
gravel; I am glad of it, ſays the quaker.— How! cried the 
other, glad that his lordſhip is troubled with the gravel ! 
I tell you, friend, I am glad, replied the quaker, extreme- 


ly glad; becauſe I hope, ſince he 1s ſo ye gravelled, that he 
wall endeavour to mend ſus ways. 


A cour- 


„ 


A courtier of queen Elizabeth's, whom ſhe had long en- 
couraged to hope for ſome favour, vexed at repeated diſ- 
appointments, was one morning walking penſively in her 
garden, when her majeſty, calling to him from a window, 
laid, Sir Edward, what does a man think of hen he thinks of 
nothing ? the knight, after a moment's pauſe, with a very 
low bow, anſwered —0f a woman's pr oe; Madam When 
the queen, who was moved art this reply, drawing Ag 
ly back, ſaid to thoſe about her, I muſt not confu'e him; an- 
ger makes dull men witty, but it keeps them poor. 


A French ambaſſador, at the court of queen Chriſtiana, 
after having ſeen the beſt parts of her kingdom, being aſked 
by ber majeſty, how he liked poor Sweden; he replied— 
Aye, poor Sweden, indeed . ö madam ; for 5 the ma ſs, if ide 
whole country were mine, I would give every inch UE it for a fart 
in France or England, 


An old F rench n once complaĩned that he bod 
been cheated by a monk, when. Senteuil, who was him- 
ſelf of that order, being preſent, {aid to him, Tam ſurpriſed, 
Fir, that a perſon of your years and e /pould not yet know 


à monk. 


An Iriſhman meeting with one whom he had made a 


; flight acquaintance a long time before, accoſted him with, 
Arran by my H my dear honey, I am glad to fee you now ; 


ur by my faith, joy, I have hs gotten whether u * you or your , 
» brother. 


An © 2 "RBI who uſed to value bimfelf on his il 
in the nature of drugs, aſſerted, in a company of Phyfiei- 
ans, that all bitter things were hot. No, faid a gentle- 


min preſent, there is one of a very different quality, I am 


ſure ; and that i is a bitter cold day. 


Eraſmus, whe was a A Giekly eontivation, and had 
therefore obtained a dilpenſativn lor Og of fleſh in 


times 


0 


— 


＋ 


* 
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times of zoſtinencę, being reproached by the pope, for not 
oblerving lent. T 


mach, 


Dryden's tranſlation of Virgil being commended by a 


right reverend biſhop, in the preſence of a very witty. 


earl: The original is indeed excellent, ſaid his lordſhip, but - 


every thing [ſuffers by tranſlation, except a biſbop. 


It was cuſtomary with Marſbal Baſſompierre, when any 
of his ſoldiers were brought before him for hepious o- 


fences, to ſay to them, By G- d, brother, you or Full cer- 


aſſure your olineſs, ſaid be, that my feart 
is a Catholic one, but I muſt confeſs that I have s Lutheran ſto- 


tainly be hanged ! which was a ſufficient . denunciation of « - 


their fate. A ſpy being diſcovered in his camp, was ad- 
dreſſed in this language; and the next day, as the proviſt 
was carrying the wretch to the gallows, he preſſed earneſt- 
ly to ſpeak with the Marſhal, alledging that he had 


ſomewhat of importance to communicate. . The Marſhal 
being made acquainted with this requeſt, exclaimed, in 
his rough and baſty manner, It is the way of all theſe raſ- 
- cals; when ordered for execution, they pretend ſome fri- 
volous ſtory, merely to reprieve themſelves for a few mo- 


ments: however, bring the dog hither. Being introduced, 
the Marſhal aſked what he had to ſay? Why, my lord, 
ſaid the culprit, when firſt I had the honour of your conver ſation, 


you was obliging enough to ſay, that either you or { ſhould be 


hanged : now I am come to no, if it is your ple i ure to be ſo; 
becauſe if you wen't, I muſt, that's all, —The Marſhal was ſa 


pleaſed with the fellow's humour, that he ordered him to be 


| releaſed. 


Dr. Johnſon, travelling in the north of Scotland, could 
not ſee a houſe or tree in riding a great many mile, no- 
thing but deſolation and barrenneſs every where preſent- 


ing themſelves beiore his view; till at laſt he caſt his 
eyes on a crow, that was perched on the ſtump of an old 


tree, 
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tree, lion with great violence for want of food, which 


the doctor oblerving, could not help crying out, * kaw, 
"haw, and be damn'd, if you wall ſtay in ſuch a — as this, 
when you have wings to fly away. | 


A gentleman being confined to bis chamber. with the 
gout, gave his watch to an Iriſh footman, and bade him 
ſet it by the dial in the garden; Teague goes directly to 
the dial, but not knowing what to do, and being unwil- 
ling to return to his maſtes, without ſhewing he would 
do him what ſervice he was able, he got a pickaxe, and 
dug up the ſun-dial ; which being done, he, with great 


labour carried it up to his maſter, and told him he did 


not very well underſtand ſetting watches by ſun-dials, bat 
had brought up the dial that he might ſet his watch oy it 
himſelf 


An iriſh Counſellor having loſt his cauſe, which' had 
been tried before three Judges, one of whom was eſ- 


teemed a very able lawver, and the other two but in- 


different, ſome of the other counſellors were very merry 


on the occaſion. Well, now, ſays he, who the devil could 


help it, when there was an hundred Judges on the bench? 
An hundred! ſaid a ſtander- by, there were but three.— — 
By St. Patrick, replies he there was a figure of one and tus 


5 eypher Ss 


Diogenes being aſked how he could live in a naſty tes, 
when he might baſk in the favoriof a court, replied; It is 
true, I am deprived of the ſmiles of kings; but 1 
don't find the ſun is more aſhamed of my tub than it is | of 


a palace, 


A quack, who bad affected an unlucky Phra ſe at every 
turn, cried, So much the better Viſiting a patient almoſt 
in the agony of death, he aſked how he ſlept that night. — 
Not a wink, fir; 50 cd tie better, cries the, doctor. He 


then enquired, how his fever was: O Lord! ſays the pa- 
tient, I burn as if I were on fire; So much the better, quoth 


the 


Omptoms. 


r 


— 


C90), 


dhe quack, —How does your cough? I ſpit up my lungs, © 


replied the ſick man; So muck the better, ſtill, aniwers the 
quack. Ah! dear doctor, quoth the expiring patient, what 
a pity it is that a man ſhould go out of this world with all theſe fine 
A plain country fellow coming up to London, was re- 
queſted to enquire after a gentleman, and to deliver him 
a letter. It happened that the gentleman himſelf came 
to the door; and, willing to joke with-the fellow, told 
him he had loſt his labaur, for the party atter whom he 
enquired was hanged the laſt ſeſſion tor a robbery. Fora a 
robbery! quoth the countryman : Now, fie upon him for a 
vile, wicked man! was he not content to be a notorious cuck- 


hold (for ſo he was reckoned in the country) but he muſt turn 


thief too 


A country laſs coming up to town to ſeek her fortuge, 


had the good luck to be-hired to an old rich mercer, 


who was a batchelor, and whom ſhe pleaſed ſo well, that 
at laſt he married her. Her brother Dick, the chief 
of her own kindred, who was a downright honeſt plough- 
nan, hearing of his ſiſter's promotion, put on his holiday 
cloaths, took up his quarter's wages, and came up to 
Londor, : and knowing the ſtreet by the direction of a - 
letter, though not the houſe, enquired from door to door 


for his ſiſter Joan, who had lately married her maſter ; 


till at laſt he was lucky enough to find the right, where he 
was highly welcomed. Being at dinner, the old mercer 
faid, Well. brother-in-law, as I now mujt call you, 1 am glad 
to ſee you, or any of my wife's relations; joe has been @ 
good ſervant to me, and I hope ſhe will make as good a wife: we 
have a plentiful eſtate, and all I wi/h for is a ſon to inherit it, which 
yet we have no hopes of. At this, Dick, locking wiltfully at 
his fiſter, bluntly cried, How now, Fran; what art th 
turned a barren ſow in London? thou waſt not reckoned ſo in the 


country And though ſhe frowned, beckoned, and made 
dumb figns for him to hold his peace, ſtill he went on. — 
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Well, brother, continued he, as for an heir, you need not 

trouble your ſeif much about that 5 for ſhe has a thumping boy in 
the country, got Ly Will Dobs, her maſter's threther'; and the 
parijh would be glad enough to be diſcharged of t it. 


At a late maſquerade, a certain lady of high faſhion 
aſked a young nobleman,-why he had not brought his ſiſter 
» to that heaven. Truly, madam, anſwered his lordſhip, my 
fijter, happily for her, has no ſuch angelic notions. 


— 


A gentleman being at dinner at a friend's houſe, the | 
firſt thing that came upon the table was a diſh of whitings; 
and one being put upon his plate he found it ſtink ſo 
much that he could not touch it. However he laid his 
mouth down to the fiſh, as if he was whiſpering to it; and 

then took up the plate and put it to his own ear. —The 

gentleman, at whoſe table he was ſeated, enquiring into 
the mea ning of this extraordinary f ; he told him 

that he had loſt a brother at ſea about a fortnight ago, 

and was aſking that fiſh if he knew any thing of him.— 
Well, faid the gentleman, pleaſantly, and what anſwer 
did he make you? Why, replied the other very gravely, 
he told rae that he could not poſſibly give me any account 
of my deceaſed brother, as ke kad not been at ſea theſe three 
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At Croydon aſſizes, a fargeon was called as a wit, 
for the purpoſg of proving damages upon an action for 
an aſſault. He depoſed that he bled the plaintiff ;- and 
being aſked upon oath,” if bleeding had been neceſſary, 
candidly anſwered, We OP find it neceſſary to do Jome-. 
thing when ſent for. 


- A little gentleman of the long woke having a diſpute with 

a remarkably bulky barriſter, the big man threatened to 
put him in his pocket: If you do ſo, faid the dapper, you 

| * da: your pocket than ever you had in your | 
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Three young conceited wits, as they thought tbem- 
ſelves, paſſing along the road near Oxford, met a grave _ 
old gentleman, with whom they had a mind to be rudi 
merry: Good-morrow, father Abraham, ſaid one: Goods © | 
morrow, father Iſaac, ſaid the next: Good-morrow, * 
Jacob, cried the laſt; I am neither Abraham, Iſaac, nor 
Jacob, replied the old gentleman, but Saul, the ſon of Kim, | 
who went out to ſeek his father*s aſſes, and lo! here [ have found. 
thams 15936 " | 0 0 


— 


A country curate being one Friday in Lent to examine _ 
his young Catechumens, and the bell tolling for prayers, + 
he was obliged to leave a game of All Fours unfiniſhery . - 
in which he had the advantage; but told his antagoniſt 
he would ſoon diſpatch his audience, and ſee him ouf. 
Now for fear any tricks ſhould be played with the cares 


rin his 5bſence, he put them in his caſſock; and aſking 


one of the children how many commandments there 
were, which the boy not readily anſwering, by accident 
one of the cards dropped out of his ſleeve; he had the pre-. 
ſence of mind to bid the boy take it up, and tell him what 

card it was: which he reqdily did; When turning to the 
parents of the child: Are you not aſhamed, ſaid he, to pax 
uch little regard to the eternal welfare of your children, 

as not to teach them their commandments? I fuſs: 
pected your neglect, and brought this card with me, to detect 

your immorality, in teaching your children to know their curds 
before their commandments, eee 14 eas 


An ingenious young gentleman, at the Univerſity of 
Oxford, being appointed to preach before the  Vices 
Chancellor, and the heads of the colleges at St. Mary's, 
and having formerly obſerved the drowſineſs of the Vice - 
Chancellor, took this place of ſeripture for his tent. 
What! cannot ye watch one hour ? At every diviſion he con- 
cluded with his text; which, by reaſon of the Vice- Chan- 
cellor fitting ſo near the pulpit, often awaked him. This 
was ſo noted among the wits, that it was the jeſt of the 
whole Univerſity, and withal it did ſo nettle the Vice- 
C. F. e _ 2 __ Chancellor 
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Chancellor, that he complained; to the arehbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, who, willing to redreſs. him, ſent for. this ſcholar 
up to London, to defend himſelf againſt the crime laid to 
his charge; where coming, he gave ſo many prooſs of his 
extraordinary wit, that the Archbiſhop enjoined him 
to preach before King James. After ſome excuſes, he at 
length conſented: and coming into the pulpit, begins, 
James the Arſt and ſiæth, waver not meaning the firſt King 
of England, and the ſixth of Scotland. At firſt the king 
was ſomewhat amazed at the text, but in the end was ſo 
well pleaſed with his ſermon, that he made him one of his 
chaplains in ordinary. After this advancement, the 
Archbiſhop ſent him down to Oxford to make his recan- 
tation to 2 Vice-Chancellor, and to take leave of the 
Univerſity, which he accordingly did, and took the latter 
part of the verſe of the formergext : Sleep on now, and tale” 
yaur reſt. Concluding his ſermon, . he made his apology to 
the Vice · Chancellor, ſayings: Whereas I ſaid beſore, 
which gave offence, Mat, cannot you. watch, one: hour ? 
I. fay- now, ay . and take ou reſts * ſo left _ - 
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A 3 affair 8 antind: Ge, Luggenſhal, 
election. A country dealer having occaſion to go that 
way and obſerving ſeveral coaches preparing to ſet off 

with ſome of the voters from this city, ſtepped into one of 
them, and unnoticed partook of all the good things attend- 
ant on the journey !— When he finally alighted at the place 
of deſtination, one of the agents obſerving him to be 
without a ribband, very civilly aſłed him to accept of a 
furur Favor, ſir, replied: the other, I am very well ſatisfied- 
with the/favur I have already received. andiasd am not quali- 
fied to return you tlie ges oY a: votes? 1 cannot: 1 it of accepting 
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* plain country e born in EM, :wibg! to 
nikon; which place he had never ſeen before; As he 
wal ked in a certain ſtreet, not a great way from Mark- 
iy 29 2 rope * at a merchant's door, with a 
5 — handle 
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handle to it, and wondering what it meant, he took. it 


in his hand, and played with it to and fro; at length, 
pulling it hard, he heard a bell ring. It ſo happened, 


that the inerehant being near the door; went himſelf and 


demanded what the fellow would have. Nothing, Sir, 


ſaid he, I did but play with this pretty thing which hangs 


at your door. What countryman are you, ſaid the mer- 


- ehant. An Eſſex man, an't pleaſe you, replied the other. 


I thought ſo, ſaid the merchant, for I have often heard ſay} 
that if a man beat a buſh in Eſſex, there preſently comes fortk 
a calf; It may be ſo, replied the countryman, and I think 


4 man can no Ty YR a bell in London, but out ? Pops a 
cuckold, | 


%. 


A gentde actichting in a plurality 91 beer | 
chanced to admit to her embraces two gentlemen who - 


loved one another entirely, but were unacquainted with 
each other's intrigue. One of them having lain with 


this gentlewoman one night, loſt his ring in the bed, | 


which the other found in the morning after. The d 
following the firſt ſees it on his friend's finger. Aﬀter a 


great many arguings about it, they came to underſtand 


one another's intrigue. The man who loſt it demands his 
ring, the other refuſes; at laſt it was agreed that ĩt ſhould 
be left to the next comer-by, who ſhould have the ring. 


It chanced to be the huſband of the woman, who hearing 


the whole matter, adjudged the ring ſould belong to him who 


owned the meets. Marry then, 1 _— for your n 


judgment your ſhall have'the rs. 
2h S riding near the Lorelt of Whichwood, in 


Oxfordſhire, aſked a fellow, what that wood was called. | 


He ſaid, Whichwood, Sir. 
thee. He ſtill faid, Wh 
tleman, thou art as ſenſeleſs as the wood that grows 


there. I may be oy W the Ns o_ IO words not 
nc” renner 4 * 


Why, that wood, I tell 
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I think, ſaid the gen- 
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| ſoon after he was chancellor, he recollected his promiſe, 


| | proudile:” 


Say you To? ſaid the parſon: Go tell your ' maſter, if he 


returning, told his maſter what he ſaid; whereupon he was 


52 him to loſe a deal of money, burſt into tears. 
- His father aſked him the reaſon why he wept ? Oh, Sir, 
1 have heard that Alexander the Great wept when he 


( 28 ) 


A conceited deten, after he had written feveral verſes 
in praiſe of his miſtreſs, beginning firſt with her head, and 
fo proceeding upon every member down to her ſet, miſ- 
fing no part but her neck: Oh, ſaid one, there is good 
reaſon for that, he reſerves the neck verſe for el. YR 
he 7 have occaſion for it nod: tone 


A Abe lord, when he was under the tuition of- FA | 
Reverend — , who" uſed to call him his little 
chancellor, one day replied, that when he was ſo he * 
would give him a good living. One happening to fall 


and ordered the preſentation to be filled up for his old 
maſter, who ſoon: aiter came to his lordſhip, to remind him 
of his promiſe, and to aſk him for this living. Why, 
really, taid my lord, I wiſh you had come @ day ſooner, but 


* 8 - 


1 have given it au ay already, and when you ſee to whom, I dare 


Jay you will not think me to blame; ſo putting the preſentation 
into his hands, convinced him that he had not. Ig his 8 


** 


A perſon not belonging to Merion College, put his 
horſe into a field thereunto appertaining ; being warned 


of ſo doing, and he taking no notice thereof, the maſter 


of that college ſent his man to him, bidding him ſay, if 
he continued his horſe there, he would cut off his tail. 


euts off my horſe's 2 2 Iwill cut off his ears. The ſervant 


ſent baek to bring the perſon to him; who appearing, faid 
the maſter, How now, Sir, what mean you by that menace 
you ſent me? Sir, ſaid the other, I threatened you not, 


for 1 only — * 21 cut u of 7 Ft: _ „ in oe 
n N | ; 


? 


A woarh Randipg by whilſt kis Father, was at 1 bla - 


heard 


= 
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heard his ſather Philip had conquered a great many towns, 
cities, and countries, fearing he would leave him nothing 
to win; but I weep the contrary way, fearing you will leave 
me nothing to loſe. | | ' 


A rich citizen of London, in his will, left ſomething 

conſiderable to Chriſt's Hoſpital, but little or nothing to one 
of his extravagant ſons. At the funeral the Blue-coat boys 

were ordered, in acknowledgment of ſo great a gift, to ſing 
before the corpſe to the grave. As they marched along 
| ide this extravagant ſon: led his mother, who, ob- 
ſerving the boys made a reſt, he opened his pipes in ſuch a 
Manner, that he was heard almoſt from one end of the 
ſtreet to the other; and ſtill leading his mother, he con- 
tinued thus ſinging. till a kinſman came to him, and ſtop- 
ping his mouth, aſked him his reaſon for his irreverent and 
indecent carriage. Why, couſin, faid he, the boys there at 


ny father's death jg for fue ing and wil nt you et me Jing © 4 


for nothing 


A A bridegroom, the firſt night he was in bed with his 
| bride, ſaid unto her, When ſolicited your chaſtity, if you 
had condeſcended, 1 would never have made you my wife, 
for I did it only to try thee. Faith, ſaid ſhe, I did ima · 
ine as much, but I had been cozened ſo three or four times be- 
ore, and I was reſolved to be fooled no more. „ 
A Lord intending to take in great part of a common 
belonging to a town, had agreed with the carpenter to 
have it railed in. My Lord, ſays he, it ſhall be done, 
and I think I can fave you ſome charges in the buſineſs: 
For, ſays he, do you but get poſts, and I doubt not 
but 2 the neighbours round about will find you railing 
e . 8 171 5 ; ; 


A young Italian gentleman being led by curiofity inte 
Holland, where having lived ſome time, converſing with 
the moſt ingenious, was one day ſet upon by a Proteſtant 
miniſter, who would needs engage him in a controverſy _ 
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about reli ion. The young gentleman knowing him- 
ſelf too weak for the encounter, begged his pardon, 
and endeavoured to wave the diſcourſe; but the more he 
avoided it, the mare hotly he was preſſed by the minifter, 


whereupon the young Italian, in a very great paſhon, | 


conjured him by all that is good, to let him alone in peace 


with his religion, For, faid he, I cannot embrace yours, 


_ if you make me loſe my own, Iuill never make choice of any 
ot er. ” i "3-4 1 ; 1 1 Tas | 8 ! : 7 ; # X Y . ; 7 ; | þ- 7 A i | | 


A brave Dutch captain being commanded by his colonel 1 
to go on a dangerous exploit againſt the French, with forces 


that were unlikely to atchieve the enterprize, the * 76 


adviſed the colonel to fend but haff ſo mary men? 
Þo, faid the colonel ? Becauſe, replied the captain, they: are. 
„„ r ↄ 7 - 22 Para PCB ot I BED 
A peiſon of quality coming into the church; totheplace 85 
where ſeveral of his anceſtors were buried: after he had - 
ſaid much in their commendation, and praiſed them for 

worthy men, Well, ſaid he, I am reſolved; if I live, ta be = 


The Biſhop of P=—— m had a flovenly cuſtom of 
keeping one Hand always in his breeches, and being one 
day to bring a bill into the Houfe of Peers, relating to a 
roviſion for officers widows, he came with the papers 
in one hand, and the other, as uſual, in his breeches; and 
beginning to ſpeak, I have ſomething in my hand, my 
Lords, ſaid he, for the benefit of the officers widows. 
Upon which the Duke of Wharton immediately interrupt- 
ed him, aſked, In which hand, my Lord? B 


\ 


* 
— 


In conſequence of a great clamour made at Covent- 
Garden Theatre, on the evening of Edwin's benefit, on 
their being diſappointed of a Prologue to a new farce, 
as was promiſed, Mr. Edwin came on the ſtage and 21- 
ſured them, the gentleman that had undertaken 7 . 
| | | e roke 
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broke his word, having faithfully promiſed to ſend it him 
that morning, which he had not done; and beſides, good 
folks, - cried a wag in the pit, conſider-this is the firſt of 
April, therefore do not let us be out of humour at being 


made fools of, according to ancient cuſtom. This ſtroke 
ſet the houſe in a roar, and the piece went on without any 


further interruption. 


One evening, in à riot at the ſtage door of Drury Jane, a 


performer wounded a young fellow (who had drawn his 
{word upon him) lightly in the hand. The ſpark pre- 
ſently after came into one of the green boxes, over the 


Rage door The play was Macbeth; and in che fine ſoli- 


loquy, where he fees the imaginary dagger, the tragedian 


repeated and on thy blade are drops of recking "blood. Phe - 


young fellow bawls out, Ay, reeking indeed“ what does your 
confcience prick you? you He, that's my blood you drew juſt 


now. The actor giving him a ſevere ſide glance, Teplied,  - 


Juſt loud enough to be heard by him, Damn your blood, 1 


ſay; and then, without the leaſt heſitation, went on wid 
the ſpeech, ſo that the major part of the audience ſearee 


noticed the interruption; ” 


1 * Ls * 6 


A London rider, returning home from a long 
forming ſome duties, which his ' wife thought it neceſſary 


and indiſpenſable for him to go through; The nent 
morning, on going into the kitchen, he ſaw his boots burn- 
ing upon the fire, and his ſpurs broke. Upon enquiring 


into the cauſe, his wife replied, Why, my dear, what 
3 have you for boots or ſpurs when you have left off 
riding? F e e bum ace, 


It is well known to thoſe who are in the babits of 
viſiting the treafury, that the firſt lord's office is upen 


the fitſt floor, that of the ſecretary of ſtate, at the top 
of the building. Towards the latter end of 1783, when 
Lord North came intò Mr. Fox's © adminiſtration, 28 


C4 | ſecretary - 
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very much fatigued, went to ſleep at night without per- 


. * 
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ſecxetaty of ſtate, the firſt day he attended office, think · 
ing of his former ſituation, he was for turning into the old 
apartments. No, my lord, ſays a perſon with him, your 
preſent office is much higher up. Is it ſo, ſays his lord- 
ip, why then 1 find the truth of the old proverb, farther 
aa, b, bas irs oy 1d 5 


A merry fellow went to the celebrated Dr. Graham, and 
finding him within, begged to ſpeak with him in the moſt 
private manner; the Doctor accordingly. took him into a 
room ſeeluded almoſt from light, and then begged him te 


- explain, his caſe. The fellow urged. on the Doctor the ut 


moſt ſecreſy, ſaying, if it ſhould come by any means to his 

\ friend's-ears, he ſhould be ruined, c. The Doctor aſ- 

| . him of his taciturnity. Well, ſays the fellow, I 
bel-eve, Doctor, you are the only man that can cure me. 


The Doctor replied, he had no doubt but, let his caſe be 


ever ſo deſperate, he could effect a ect cure. The fel- 

low then begged to defcribe his diſorder, which he did in 
the following manner: I have been a ſad raking dog, and 
io. Oh, ſays the Doctor, I underſtand you, I have made 
that diſorder my conſtant ſtudy, as ſuch, can remove it 
in the moſt obſtinate caſes, Well, goes on the fellow, as I 
was coming.up Fleet-ſtreet==you picked up a lady, I ſup- 
pole, ſays the Doctor. No, ſays the fellow, but ſeeing one 
of your men giving bills away, I took one, and having 
eccaſion a little after to-evacuate, I uſed one of your bills, 
which proved ſo ſmall, that I befouled my fingers, there- 
fore all I beg is, that you would print them on larger paper, te 
prevent like accidents in future. {ply Goes ay 
A female ſharper havifig looked out ſeveral pieces of 

filks at a mercer's facing the above celebrated Doctor's, 

after having a bill and receipt finiſhed, begged the man 
of the ſhop to ſend them over to the Doctor's in a few 

minutes, and ſhe would there pay for them, The lady 
afterwards went to the Doctor's, whom ſhe | begged to 
ſpeak with, and then accoſted him as follows, . 
| l ave 
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T have a very near relation of mine, who nas been a very 
great rake, and has thereby contracted a moſt vile diſorder, 
he is withal ſo very modeſt, that he will not confeſs his dif- 
order to any one, and indeed I found it out by mere ac- 
cident. I have by a ſtratagem of pretending you want 
filks, perſuaded him to vifit you, and hope you will inſiſt 
on knowing his diſorder ; and if you will effectually cure 
him, I will moſt thankfully repay the. obligation. The 
doctor aſſured her he would comply with her requeſt, and 
he did not doubt but he ſhould make a perfect cure of 
him. The lady then retired, and going down ſtairs, met 
the man with the filks, which ſhe took from him, ſaying, 


' Go to the Doctor who is up ſtairs, and he will pay you for them... 


Che miſunderſtanding, that then muſt take place, is better 


conceived than expreſſed: but no doubt when they came 


to perfectly underſtand each other, they muſt admire the 


ingenuity and the plan; The Doctor would laugh with 
reaſon, while the poor mercer would hardly know: whetl 


- 


there wants nothing but ſalt and 


- 


( 34 ) 
Whilſt an ode of Cibber's was one day erforming at 
court: Cibber being preſent, a popinjay of ſtate wanted to 
enter into converſation with him. Cibber cut him ſhort 


by faying, My -dear —_ be I, tent, I only now want to hear | 
my own nonſenſe. 1 


Lord Melcombe, whoſe Diary was publiſhed a few Owe? 
Ance, to the diſerace of his memory, as it proved him to be , - 
a mean, fluctuating, venal character, was, when his name. 
was plain Bubb, intended by the adminiſtration of that 
time to be ſent ambaſſador to Spain. While this matter 
was in contemplation, Lord Cheſterfield met him, and 
touching upon the propoſed 'embaſfy, told Bubb, that be 
did not think him by any means fit to be the repreſenta- 
tive of the crown of England, at the Spaniſh Court. "Bubb 
begged to know the ground. of his objection. Why, ſaid 
his lordſhip, your name is much too ſhort ort, — Bul b— Cub) 
do you think che Spaniards,''a people who pride them- 
ſelves on their family bonours, and the length of their 
titles, will ſuppoſe a man can poſſeſs any dignity or im- 
portance with a name of one ſyllgbe ; 27 Which is pro- 
nounced in a ſecond? No, my friend, vou muſt not think 
of Spain, unleſs you make ſome addition to your Damme. 
Bubb deſired his lordfhip to ſay, what he would have him 
do. Lord Cheſterfield pauſing a moment, exclaimed, 1 


have it—what do uy think of calling your ſelf Sithy Bubb.. 


A captain ofa man of ar, who had got a cirele wou 
him, i in one of the rooms: at Bath, whom he was entertain< 
ing with ſome wonderſul phznomenon which he had ſeen - - 
at ſea ; when, looking round, and perceiving a gentleman 
laugh, he grew angry, and "[aid, he did not believe him. 
Why, ſaid the gentleman, did you ſee it? Yes, I did, an- 
ſwered the captain. Well, if you ſaw it, ſaid the gentle- 
man, r en i would not believe i of 1 F had =__ it 
N. Ife - 
| m_ captain, AY ſock aſtes uss the TIN 
ops: - jor the . u (ne * thaſe who w_> 

h with. 


A 


with a long bow; or in other Lad * but little regard 
to truth, in his ſallies of wit and humour; and having 


told a moſt con founded ſtory, the captain gave a hem: 


upon which the other made up to him; and ſo, ca pt im 
ſays he, you won't believe this? Why, yes, ſays the ea 
tain, I will to,oblige you ;—but I would not believe uch ano- 
ther lie for any man upon the face f the eartl. 22 


A perſon deſetibing 4 Idff box he had teen, which 5 
an Kevptiag pebble ſet in pinchbeck, faid it was a e 8 
nipple ſet in pinch gut. 


Lady Groſyenor being aſkeep in her. cloſet, with the Ad- | 
ventures of Peregrine Pickle before her, her Lord happened 
to ſtep in, and looking over the book without waking her, 
took the liberty to. change it for the Practice of Piety, and 
fo left her. When ſhe awaked ſhe preſently. peiceived the 
trick, and his lordſhip entering, while the book was yet in 
her hand, he took occafion to compliment her on her lady: 
ſhip's e 'Nay, nay, anſwered the lady, let our. 
reformation go hand in hand, I beſeech you - when you, 


my Lord practiſe the Whole  Daty of Mann then. fit fl * 
Practice of Piety. ; 74. 2 x 1 1. 


' 
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When Swift. Was a young man, and be no means t 
in the literary world, he happened to be ſtanding in a cares. 
leſs manner, with his back to the fire, at Old Slaughter's: 
W a gentleman. juſt oppoſite to him, who was. 
ſuperſeribing a letter, ſeeing a; raw-boned awkward 
fellow rather engroſs the fire, calls out, Pray, man 
have you,got any ſand about yo? No, friend, — Swift, zur 
Ilave e Pr 2 7255 and if you will e your niet 4 
piſs upon it grell iy. 37374608 T1533 3113 396 | ; 156 
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having a wager about which of ther: ſung the beſt;. they 
agreed to refer it to Dr. 8 undertook to be ar- 


bitrator 
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on, and both the parties executed, to the beſt of their abi- 


ties, before him. As ſoon as they had finiſhed, the doc- 


tor proceeded to give judgment in the following manner: 


As ſor you, Sir, addreſſing himſelf to the firſt, you are bv 


much the worſt ſinger I ever heard in my life. Ah, faid 
the other, wn Fs, I knew I ſhould win my wager. Stop, 


Sir, fays the doctor, I have a word'to ſay to you before you 


go, which is Gln, that as 5 for you, Sir, you cannot. . ſi ng at 
ell. | 


— 


A certain ſmatterer in letters, being oue tay at the 
Bedford coffee-houſe, took it into his head to abuſe, with 


— freedom, all the modern literati, obſerving that 


re was very little wit, humour, or learning in the pre- 
ſent age. Some time after Dr. Hayes, well known by the 


man was telling him how his friend had been abufing the 


maderns. I have not the leaſt doubt of his ill nature, fays 
Hayes, ſo be would 1 ancients too, 4 he knew heir 


names. | 
: 
| When the Duke of Grafton was 2 Þ a: he lived ler 
much with his aunt, the Counteſs of Harrington, and at 
this time of life, (though of a very thin delicate conſtitu- 
tion) gave evident figns of an amorous diſpoſition.— 


Among the reſt of his amours, he 354 warmly ſolicited 
a 


my lady's woman, and one evening behaved ſo indecently 


to her, that ſhe was under the neceffity of complaining to 


her lady. How is this, Sir, ſays her ladyſhip, that you can 


bitrator on this occaſion. A day was accordingly agreed ö 


8 


name of Count Hayes, came into the room, when a gentle- 


'bebave ſo rude in my houſe ? Lord, madam, ſays the other, 


to tell you the truth, Nancy did look fo charming, ſteſt and 


blood could not refrain: Come, come, Charles, returned 


J her ladyſhip, let me hear no more of ſuch doings in this 


houſe + it may be an excuſe for fleſn and wood, 1 
fare can OTE PARTIR; WF 


«5 
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A gentleman named Ball, being about to 1 2 
cornetey in a regiment of horſe, was preſented to the Co- 
lonel for approbation, who, being a nobleman, declared he 
did not like the name, and would have no balls in his re- 


giment : No, nor powder neither wid the . if * | 
lordſhip could help it. 725 ; 


A perſon in London, writing, or rather cients 
write to a friend in the country, to direct to him at the 
Saracen's Head, Snowhill, or at Mr. Jocelyn's, an apo- 
thecary, under the Piazza, Covent Garden, wrote as fol- 
lows: © Dyewreſt for me, at the Serjeant's Head, in 


Sowwal, or at Mr. Jaw. . potty ene Phha 
Common Garding.“ | 


A certain Iriſh bak makin A owes to-a' 


great fortune, told her, he could not Jor OM: 2 
ker. 5 


| When 1 Coterie was Erft eſtabliſhed, one of the gene · 
ral rules was, that two members, male or female, married 
er unmarried, made a club; one of the elderly ladies, not 
ſo very ſcrupulous i in private, was however, for making an 
alteration in this rule, by infiſting on the number being 
three; for ſays ſhe, Rs, a lady and a gentleman' might 
happen to meet firſt, would it not be an awkward fituation * 
Nat at all, madam, faid Lord Har—— g—n, who happen- 
ed to be preſent, for you know, a e and a dy een 
maße a third. 


7 


Upon an Sterns Web there“ was 2a' ball at 
Wapping. The men concerned in it were made up of a 
crew of ſailors and colliers. The colliers, who came in 
laſt, obſerving the ſailors, contrary to their tion, to 
be ſpruced up in their beſt cloaths, withdrew into another 
room to waſh their faces, and bruſh: themſelves ;_ when the 
| head of the Colliery, who was more cunning than the reſt,. 

aid to them, Look ve, lads, it i is JUNKIE Pains; Fo! 1. 
"S 
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will be ruled by me, let us go inte the great . and 
joſtle among the ſailors for their places; and I will engage, 
though we cannot make- ourſelves as clean as they arts we Hall 


Quickly make them as black as ourſelves. _ 


A woman "A a croſs grained huſband, hard to cleats, 


ſhe deſired him to write down. what the; ſhould do, and 


what ſhe ſhould not do, that ſhe might not err in her per- | 


formance. This was: done, and ſhe well obſerved her 


rules; when one day, going a mile or two to viſit a friend, 
the good man got light headed, and on his return home, he. 
— into a ditch, calling to his wife to help him out. In- 
deed, huſband, ſaid ſhe; I remember no ſuch article. in my 
orders; but Iu go home and lee, and if there be, I'll come 
rl help. you: or elſe you muſt get out as well as you can, 
am reſolved not to break them. n 5 


WIG as the Prince of Conde was Me” ing on foot thro* 

a town in France, under his father's government, the 
chief magiſtrate of the place, who was an old man, met 
him, and began to make an oration with the beſt rhetoric 
he could. But the prince being i in a frolicſome humour, 
took advanta of. a very iow CC ngee the; old gentleman. 
The magiſtrate not taking any notice of this. 

wild prank, turned very gravely about, and addreſſed 
himſelf with a new obeiſance; but not ſo low as the for- 
mer. However, the nimble Prince catched him upon the, 
half bend, and ſetting his hands upon the old monſieur's., 
ſhoulders, whipt over again a ſecond time; which quite- 
ſpoiled his intendel: ain the eee a the 
eters 51 79's ond - 


— 


A. OT Ee ka: upon the 1 . ä 


2 jolly fellow, who had ſome little knowledge of him, Was 5 


brought before him; and then demanding where the con- 


ſtable was, the other. ſtrutting with his „ faid, I am be.. 


Vou are: Mott the conſtable, replied the other. Then faid:, 
Mx. con ſtable Not, Efay Lam he conſtable, and that r 
a 


— 


( 39 ) 
ſhall find, to your ſorrow, it you dare deny my authority. 


once more, You do not hear me, replied the other, deny 
your authority; for I ſay, you are Nott the conſtable. Well, 


take him to the compter. And the next morning the 


Conſtable's ignorance appearing, in not knowing his own 
name, when he heard it, he was ordered to pay the fees 3, 


and' give the party he had committed a treat of a wine 
to be friends with him. 


, 11 r „ 
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During Lord Townſhend- 3 CRITTERS in Dublin, as vice- 


roy, he often went in diſguiſe'thro' the "_ He had heard 


much, of the wit of a ſhoe-black, known the name of 
blind Peter, whoſe ſtand was alyays at he Globe coffee- 
houſe door; having found him out, he ſtopped to get his 


boots cleaned, who was no. fooner done than his lordſhip - 


aſked Peter to give him. change for half a guinea? Half a 
guinea !- your honour, ſaid the ragged wit, change for half 


a guinea from me, by C—, Sir, you may as well a a High- s 
lander for a *nee-buckle, —His lordſhip was ſo wel p leaked, 7 


that he left him the bit of gold and walked off. 


FO ER 
The Ty night the pantomime of 5 was per- BY 
| Ver was 


formed laſt ſeaſon, at Drury-! ane Theatre, a 
20 at the wing to go on and relieve one of the 


rifed. 
gutes that appear in ſucceſſion in that ot 85 on 4 | 


o! ſaid the Prompter, when it came to his turn, 'tis.not 
100 turn yet, ſajd the fellow, I am not to Ls on. till Aire. 
Grimaldi 3 is purified. | * 


& Q 1 A” 0 3 +, : - 


company where the merit of the great Kemble was the 
575 a lady turned to Miſs en and aſked her, 15 
a ſignificant ſmile, which was 3 eat Kemble ? Upon 
my, word, ſaid. the young lady, with a ne bluſh, I can- 
not now inform yqu. In a day or 4 55 afjer the nuptisls 
the lady paid her a yiſit of fcongratulation, and aſked her if 
te ren Kemble had been to viht her ? Viſit, me; 8 
ſaid the p- city bride, Lord, my dear, Fam in e 
1 th great Kemble * 


4 The 
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Tee day before wok Stehe was ITE ths 15 in- 


2 
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; 
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The late Dr. Howard, of pleaſant memory, collecting a 

brief with the pariſh officers of St. George's, Southwark, 

where he had been many years rector, called among the 

* reſt of the inhabitants, on a grocer, with whom he had a 

running account; to prevent being firſt aſked for a ſettle- 

ment, enquiring if he was not ſome trifle in his debt. On 

referring te the ledger there appeared a balance of 178. in 
favour of t. tradeſman; the doctor had recourſe to his 

pocket, and pulling out ſome half-pence, a little filver and 
a guinea, . Mr. Fig, eyeing the latter with a degree of ſur- 

priſe, exclaimed, Good God, Sir, you ſeem to have got a. 

ſtranger there? Indeed I have Mr, Fig, replied the wit, re- 

turning it again very d=liberately into his pocket, and before 
we part we ſhall be better acquainted, „„ 


. i 
: - a wt 8 4 


The following anecdote has been related by an Ame- 

rican gentleman, and may be depended on as a fat. — 
When the Britiſh and American armies were near each 

other, in the neighbourhood of German Town, five Heſhan. 

. foldiers; who had ſtraggled into the woods, and loft their 
| way, were met by an Iriſhman, who was a private in 
Waſhington's army: he immediately prefentea his piece, 

and defired them to ſurrender ; they ſuppoſing that he was, 
ſupported by a party of the enemy, did as he directed, and 

threw down their arms. He then marched them before 

him to the American lines, and brought them to head 
quarters. General Waſhington wondered at the ſpirit and 
atchievement of the fellow, aſked him, how he, a fingle: 

man, could capture five? Why, ſays the Iriſhman, pleaſe 

your Excellency, by Juſus, I ſurrounded them. — The General, 

who was ſeldom known even to ſmile, laughed heartily. at 

the bull, gave him a ſum of money, and promoted him to. 


T7; Feb tat 


An Engliſhman and Dutchman diſputing: about the 
"poodnefs of their different countries; ſays the Dutchman 

your country thinks of nothing but, guttling, and even the: 

names of your places have a reference to it, you have your: 
r 0 Ps 1 1 2411 1 3 
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Portſmouths, your Dartmouths, your Exmouths ; and you 
are all mouths together Ay, replies the Engliſhman, and 


you have your Amſterdams, and your Retterdams, and G— - 
4 you all together, ſay J. | 


The D. l. O. of dy Wallace, was a joke in circulation 
Tome time ago at Bath—A filly cuſtom took ace among 
the affected people of falhion who frequented that place, of 
uſing initials in, their cards, inſtead of intelligible words... 
The card left on taking leave of the place was P. P. C. 
which turned into language, was Pour prendre conge— A 
plain Engliſhman, to ridicule this affectation, leſt a card at 
every houſe where he had viſited with the letters D. I. O. 
which engaged the curioſity, and exerciſed the penetration 
ol the tabbies at the tea table for a week, when the gentle- 
man, in aletter to a friend, condeſcended to tell them its 
meaning, viz. Damme Þ am off. ** 


Madam Rollan, who lately died at Paris, was a prinei - 
pal dancer, at Covent-Garden, as far back as fiſty years 
paſt, when ſhe was held in that public eſteem, that baving 
one day ſprained her anele, no leſsan actor than Quin was 
ordered by the managers to make an apology to the audi- 

ence, for her not appearing in the dance. Quin, who, in 

addition to his averſion of the French, looked upon all 
dancers as the mere garniſh of the ſtage, at firſt demurred, 
but being threatened with a forfeiture, he N 
came forward, and in a courſe way, thus addreſſed the 
audience, 7 Wh | 

Ladies and Gentlemen, | Dons ; 

I am defired by the manager to inſorm you, that 
the dance intended for this night, is obliged to be poſtponed 
on account of Mademoiſelle Rollan having diflocated her 
ancle, I wiſh it had been her neck, the B—— damme. | 


Macklin being aſked by a gentleman in the boxes, what 
ſort of a dancer Madam Rollan was? he replied, Why, 
Sir, about half a century ago we had nothing like her, 

| _—_— 


* 
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Mr. Palmer going home after the buſineſs of the Thea- 
tre was concluded one evening, ſaw a man lying upon the 
ground, with another upon him, beating him moſt vio-- 
lently. Upon this he remonſtrated - with the uppermoſt, 
telling him that his conduct was unfair, and that he ought. 
to let his opponent get up, and have an equal chance with 
him. The fellow drolly turned his face to Mr. Palmer, 
and drily replied, ** Faith, Sir, if you had been at as much 
trouble to get him down 28 1 Nek "ye would not * or 
F him get up ſo Teaduly. et 


When the celebrated Miſs Catley was melia one ef i 
er annual excurſions to Ireland, in company with fore 
of her brethren and ſiſters of the ſtage, the weather was fo 
bad in going from Holyhead to Dublin, that moſt of the | 
paſſengers kept in the cabbin. Juſt as they were entering 
Dublin-bay, a heavy ſea laid the veſſel down, after fy 
ing every thing from the deck. A well-known maſter of 
muſic popping his head up to enquire What was the mat- 
ter; ah | 
from the Sen jn a forte rain, DE ON YT. e e, 
A phyſician, who lived in London? Alited a 1000 PR 
lived at Chelſea ; after continuing his viſits ſor ſometime, 
the lady . reſſed an apprehenſion, that it might be in- 
convenient for him to come fo far on her account Oh, 
madam, replied the doctor, I have another patient in this 
neighbourhood, and by that means, You ROW,” 1 l. two 
birds with one ſtone. 


4 5 
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Alexander the Great, ſeeing dene WA was looking 
attentively at a large collection of human bones, piled 
one upon another, aſked the philoſopher what he was look- 
ing for ? I am ſearching, ſays Diogenes, for the bon-'s of your 
7 but I cannot diſtinguiſ them from thoſe of las ſiaves. 


A poor player having lent one of his comrades a ſmall 
matter, ſpoke to him one night behind the ſcenes, in Cor: 
vent. 


* 


tley anſwered him, Oh, Sir, it is * water ee 5 


(43) 


vent Garden Theatre. By G -—, Tom, thoſe two 
guineas 1 lent, you ought to be paid me; you know-I'am 
in great diſtreſs. Do not talk to me about it, ſaid'the 
other, by heavens, within this week 1 will take care to pay 


you in ſome ſhape or other, You will oblige me, replied che 


creditor, and pray let it be as much in the ſhape tuo guineas as 


r EH Ea five 


4 


| ; 5 , 3 ogy th 5 | 17 8 bes 3 * , Ss 8 p 
Arx extravagant young fellow, who was very forward't6 


ſpend his money, though he could but ilk afford, being 
one evening in company in a public houſe Where it was 


4 FIST" - 


nce à piece; the young fpendthriſt, 


to 3 | | 5 nn 
not contented with ths rexloryble experice, 'h{iſtel chat it 


ſhould be a ſhilling ; ſaying he knew no difference between a 


Killing and fix-pence. | To which a {by old evconomiſt replied, 
But you will, young gentleman, when you come to be worth d 
eighteen-pence. 5 


* 


Beau Naſh took a hack one ne night at Temple Bar, and 8 


bade the man drive to Berkley-ſquare. Tbe fellow, who 


bad been wiſning for the uſual time of his going home, 
ſwore, as he was rA box, that he ſhould be — 5 


to drive his fare to hell. Do you confider, faid Naſh, when 


they were come to Berkley - ſquare, that if you had driven 
me to hell, as you ſaid juſt now, you ſhould be glad to de, 
you muſt have gone there e miſtake, Sir, replied 


the fellow, for 1 jhould have backed you in. 


* ol I'S Fo x 


A certain Lord Chancellor of a neighbouring kingdom; 


was no better than the ſon of an alewife. While he was in 
this high ſtation, a countryman, who held'a conſiderable 


farm under him, came one day to pay him a large ſum for | 
rent. Dinner was juſt over, and my Lord was drinking a 
bottle with ſome gueſts of quality; knowing his tenant, - 


though a ruſtic, to be a man of ſome vanity, he thought he 
ſhould gratify that, in a high degree, by admitting him into 
the dining room, and therefore, with an apology, begged 
his company's permiſſion for ſo doing, He was according- 


ly 
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ly introduced, and, after, a few ſcrapes, feated himſelf mo- 

deſtly enough ai an end of the {ide-board, A few compli- 

| mental queſtions being over, about his health, and that of 

| his good wife and children, my lord told him, there were 

| variety of liquors; but that, as he ſuppoſed, wine (being 

| | . unuſed to it) might not be altogether ſuitable to his palate, 

tthe butler ſhould fill him a bumper of good October. The 

|  _ . Farmer had ſenſe enough to take this degradation of his 

[ taſte for an affront, and was reſolved. to revenge it. He 
drank the beer, and, when it was down, ſmacked his lips, 

2s if he was highly pleaſed, . My lord fancying that ta be 
the caſe, merrily aſked him how he liked it? Why, really,” 

replied the arch, rogue, I cannot ſay but that it is very 

| good; and yet, by.my faith, think that I have drank better at 

= |. your mother s, the Crooked Billet, formerly, for two-pence per 


Two gentlemen, who were near neighbours and inti- 
mates, lived very happily: many years with their reſpeRive 
wives. At length one of the huſband's dying, and like- 
wiſe the wife, of his friend, the two ſurvivors, after a cer- 
'' tain time, thought proper to-make a match. But, thoug 
F each of theſe had been very happy in a former marriage, 
| _  . they were now quite otherwiſe, and there was no agree- 
ment between them. The huſband opening himſelf here- 
upon to one of his acquaintances, I cannot .conceive, ſaid 
—4 how it is; I was very happy with my firſt wife; ſo was 
my preſent wife with her former huſband ; and yet we two 
cannot agree by any means: but there are everlaſting 
ſquabbles between us. Tis very ſtrange.—Net ſo ſtrange 
| as you ſeem to think it, ſaid his acquaintance, I can ex- 
. lain it very eafily. Of you four perſons, you two huſ- 
Lode with your two wives, there were two that were wiſe, 
* and two that mere fooliſh. The two wiſe ones were taken away, 
dn the two fools are left alive. 6 9 


* 
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- Some time ago, Mr. Wilkes, dinining at Dolly's Chop» _ 
houſe, met with one of the aldermen ; who, tho! againſt - 
him in the city, he very civily accoſted. To which the 

other made as ſurly and churliſh a reply. However, 

Wilkes took no further notice, than tipping a wink to his | 
companion. Preſently the alderman began to be ver _ 
riotous for his dinner, frequently ealling out, My ſteak, my SE 
ſteak, my ſteak which at length was brought him: then ; 
Wilkes, turning to his next neighbour, 1aid, pretty loud, 
Pray, Sir, obſerve the difference between Dolly's Chop- 

houſe and the Bear- garden. There the bear is brought to the 
ſtake ;- here the ſteak is brought to the bear. 1114155 


An Oxford ſcholar, who piqued himſelf upon being a 

wag, was accoſted on the road to London, by a perſon. —_ 
who »{ked him which was the neareſt way to Tyburn ? | : 
Why, replied the Oxonian, the neareſt way you- can take, is to 

flop the firſt perſon you meet, and demand his money - Are you 

| ſure of that? replied the traveller, then drawing a piſtol 

out of his pocket, as I am for expedition, your: money this in- 

flant; The wag ſubmitted to his demand, and paid ſix 

Zuineas for his joke. * ped 11 


Quin, having had an invitation from a- certain noble: 
man, who was reputed to keep a very elegant table, to 
dine with him; and having no manner of averſion to a- 
good repaſt, he accordingly waited on his lordſhip, but 
found the regale far from anſwering bis expectations — 
Upon his taking leave, the ſervants, who were very nu- 
merous, had ranged themſelves in the hall. Quin finding 
that if he gave to each of them, it woul1 amount to a 
pretty large ſum, aſked, Which was the cook ? who readi- 2 
ly anſwered, Me, Sir. He then enquired for the butler, 
who was as quick in replying as the other; when he ſaid to 
the firſt, Here is half a crawn for my euting- and to the 
other, Here is five ſhillings for my 'wine ;- but, by G, gentle» ' 
men, I never made fo bad a dinner for the money in my life. 
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A Vander going along the Strand, when a great mob 
of ſpectators was gathering to ſee a malefaRor paſs to his 
executionat Charing-croſs, aſked a genteel perſon, who was 
ſanding in the crowd, What was the name. of the fellow, 


going to be hanged ? He anſwered, one Vowel Ah! ſaid 
the querieſt, Do you know: which of them it is, Sir, for there are 


F Rat name? No, returned the other, I do not. 
Wel, ſaid the wag, this however is en, n 1 am rn 


| glad of i it, that it is vie * nor 1. 


rope, who, aha his a 8 3 . 
certainly was not much troubled with good nature, was 
one evening at Burton” s coffee-houſe, where he and a ſet 
of literati had got poring over a manuſcript of the Greek 


eomic poet Ariſtophanes, in which they found a paſſage they 


could not comprehend. As they talked pretty. loud, a 
young officer, who ſtood by the fire, heard their conference, 


and begged chat he might be permitted to look at the paſ- 
fage.— Oh! ſays Pope, ſarcaſtically, by all means, pray let the 
young man look at it; upon which the officer took up the 


book, and conſidering a while, ſaid, that there only wanted a 


note of interrogation to make the whole intelligible, which 


was really the caſe. And pray maſter, ſays Ra, (piqued 


perhaps at being out done by a red coat) 1 hat is a note of 
P 


mterrogation'?2— A note of interrogation (replied the youth, 
price a look of the utrmoſd contempt, is à little erooked thing 

at aſts queſtions !  "Fis ſaid, however, that Pope was 
f delighted with the wit, that be ere the ſarcaſin on 


his perſon. 8 6 


An Engliſhinan ati: a ae diſputing, in whoſe 
country was the beſt living. Said the Welchman, there is 


meh noble houſekeeping in Wales, that J have known 


about a: dozen ebook employed at one wedding dinner. Ay, 
anſwered the e e. was veranſe every man ne 


| cid arora . 
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N When it was reported that Dr. Ford, one of the Paten- 


tees of Drury- lane, had ſuſtained a conſiderable loſs by not 

ſucceeding in opening a coal pit, near Oxford, a certain 
genius at the Bedford, ſaid, he muſt certainly be very ava- 
ricious, or elſe he might content himſelſ with the opening 


of the pit in Drury- lane, which was ſuperior in value to 


any coal - pit in England; and with reſpect to the bein he 


ſhould endeavour to diſcover, it was the true vein of hu- 
mour, ſuited to the taſte of the toun. 


— 
* 


A young lady aſked a widow her opinion of matrimony, 6 


Oh, madam, anſwered ſhe, it would be a heavenly life, if 
the firſt night would laſt always. „ 
A great crowd being gathered about a poor cobler, Who 
had juſt died in the ſtreet, a man aſked Alexander 
Stevens what was to be ſeen? Only a cobler's end, replied 
A ſmart fellow, thinking to ſhew his wit one night at 2 
tavern, called to the drawer. Here, Mercury, ſaid he, 
take away this bottle full of emptineſs. Said one of company, 


$6 ow 3 
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——, madam, it muſt be a miſtal e; how do you fel 


not; but, by G, you ſell it at half a crown an ounce. 
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Some ladies in the green room, whoſe legs were remark- 
ably pretty, and as ſuch diſplayed them by ſhort pet- 
ticoats, were mentioning an excurſion and entertainment 
they had at Richmond — that there were not proper vege- 
tables; ſome liked peas —ſome liked cauliflowers—at laft 
it came to Quick's: for my part, ſays Jack, ladies in your 


eompany ſhould have been contented with turn ups. 


An officer of a diſbanded regiment applying to the pay- 
maſter of the forces for his arrears, told him, that he was 
in the moſt extreme want, andon the point of dying with 
hunger. The treaſurer, ſeeing him of a jovial and ruddy 
aſpe&, told him that his countenance belied his com- 
plaint. Good, my lord, replied the officer, for heaven's 
lake do not miſtake ; the viſage you ſee is not mine, but my 
landlady's, for ſhe has fed me on credit for above twelve months, 


Jemmy Whitley having once been abſent from company 
about a week, hunting for a town, on his return, he was re- 
ſolved to watch the motions of his gentlemen, Accordingly, 
wrapping his great coat looſely round him, to paſs the 
door-keeper unobſerved, he paid down his money, and 

laced himſelf in a corner of the pit. The play was 
Richard the Third. The performers not being very ac- 


curate in their parts, he, with a pocket book and pencil, ſet 
. down each blunder upon paper, in order that, when Saturday 


morning came, he might ſtop the forfeits of their falaries. 
He frequently 2 9 7 his diſapprobation, by diſtorting 
his muſcles, in a ſort of tragi- comic grin, at every blunder 
that was made. At length comes on the cataſtrophe, when 


the heroes, Richmond and Richard, were determined to ſur- 


priſe the audience with a good fight. Accordingly, to it 
they fell the one with an old broad ſword and the other 
with a ruſty foil—and' kicking up a terrible riot, this ſham 
fight had the deſired effect, inſomuch that a lady, know - 
ing Whitley, exclaimed, 4 For heaven's ſake, Mr. Whit- 
ley, ſtop the gentlemen, or they will murder one another!“ 
The manager drily anſwered, ©. Do not frighten your- 
ſelf, madam, — they are too intent upon murdering the play 
to hurt themſelves. N 10 
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An Iriſh fellow, vaunting of his birth and family _ 
affirmed, that: when he came firſt to England, he made 
{ſuch a figure, that the bells rang through all the towns he 
paſſed to London. Ay, ſays a gentleman in company, T 
ſuppoſe that was becauſe you came up in a waggon with a 


9 


One meeting an old acquaintance whom the world had 
frowned upon a little, aſked him where he lived? Where 
I live, ſaid he, I do not know; but I ſtarve towards wapping 
and that way. | EY 


Two country attornies overtaking a waggoner on the 


road, and thinking to break a joke upon him, aſked him, 


Why his fore horſe was ſo fat and the reſt ſo lean ? The 
waggoner knowing them to belimbs of the law, anſwered 


them, that his fore horſe was a lawyer and the reſt were 
his clients. | 7 


The Count de Soyſons was ſeated at play one evening. | 
when happening to caſt an eye up at a looking-elaſs that 
was before him in the apartment, ne ſaw a man at the 
back of his chair, whoſe phyſiognomy predicted nothing 
in its owner's favour, and gave the count ſuſpicion, —He 
had reaſon for his miſtruſt ; for he had not fat long before 
he felt the diamond loop of his hat cut away. He took no 
notice, but pretended a neceſſity to go down ſtairs, and 
deſired the thief to play his cards in the mean time, which 
he could not refuſe. The count immediately deſcended - 
into the kitchen, and got a large. carving knife ; then 
going ſoftly behind the fellow, dextrouſly took him b 
the ear, and cut it off; then holding it out to him, ſaid, 
Return me my diamond loop, fir, and I will return your 


ear. | 


A party amuſing themſelves one nicht at the Du- 
cheſs de Maine's with finding ingenious differences be- 
tween any two given ſubjects. Miat is the difference be- 
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Pewveen me and a watch? ſaid the ducheſs to the Cardinal de 
_ Polignac, who was preſent—A very material one, madame, 

faid the cardinal; - when we look on a watch we remember the 

Flight of time, but when we look on your grace we forget it. 


A Gaſcon ſoldier's comrade aſked him what made him 
tremble ſo as they were marching to the attack. My 
Zody, replied he, trembles to think on the dangers to which it 
"Knows it weill ſoon be expoſed Ly the bravery of my ſoul. 


Mr. Fox, on his late canvaſs, having accoſted a tradeſ- 
man, whom he ſolicited for his vote: the blunt elec- 
tor replied —* I cannot give you my flupport; I admire your 
abilities, but d— n your principles“ Mr. Fox inſtantly retort- 

ed -I) friend, I applaud your ſincerity but d—n your 


5. 


Diogenes, the Cynic philoſopher, ſeeing the ſon of a 
common woman throw ſtones among a croud of people, 
Wake care young man, ſaid he, that you do not hit your 


. father, 


The Emperor Sigiſmund was reproached for reward- 

ing inſtead of diſtroying his enemies, and by that means 

- gave them the power again to injure him. MWhat, 

ſaid the noble-minded monarch, do not I deſtroy mine 
'nemies when I make them my friends? 


A Lacedemonian was fallen under his enemy in the 
field of battle, and ſaw the ſword lifted tg pierce him in 
the back.—Strthe me in the breaſt, ſaid he, turning briſkly 


about, that my friends may not blulh for me after my death. 


A perſon waiting for another, lay down under a tree 
near which a malefactor was hanging in gibbets and fell 
into a lumber. As it happened, two of the malefactor's 
old comrades were paſſing that way, and one of them 
being in a frolickſome humour, called the dead man by his 
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ame and afked if he would not come down and take 
walk with them this evening. The doling perſon think- 
ing it was his companion that called, replied, Ies, I am 
coming and immediately roſe to join them; the thieves, 
conſcious of guilt, and ſtruck with a panic, thought the 
dead man had really deſcended from the gibbet, and 
took to their heels with the ſpeed of greyhounds, 


A gentleman happened to have high words with 2 
butcher in St. James's Market, was at laſt ſo provoked 
that he raiſed his cane, and threatened to give him a good 
dreſſing No, maſter, ſays his antagoniſt, it ſhall only be 
lent, and I will take care it [hall be repaid with intereſt, _ 


A gentleman threatening to give a poor fellow a good 
dreſſing, —the man replied, I am very much obliged to your ho- 
nour; but as you are a gentleman, you ought to be the beſt dre 
ſed; and, if you pleaſe, I will undertake you Jhall be ſos 


A young fellow was extolling a lady's beauty-very 
highly, and one of his companions allowed ſhe had 
beauty, but that ſhe had a bad ſet of teeth. Very true, 
but ſheis a fine woman in ſpite of her teeth, _ 


A Frenchclergyman whoſe pariſhioners had many of them 
not made the moſt honourable exit out of this bad world, 
inſiſted when he was baptizing one of their children, 
to be paid the nuptial and burial fees, as well as thoſe 
of baptiſm; and when the parents aſked the reaſon of 
this extraordinary demand, he replied, Becauſe I know as 


Joon as he is grown up, he will cheat me of my dues, by going to 


Paris to be hanged. 

Henry Stevens relates an anecdote of a dawfiſh man 
who had eſpouſed ſuch a gigantic woman, that he was 
obliged to clime upon the table if he wanted to kiſs her, 
This woman, ſays dur author, when her huſband was vex- 
ed, or out ef hymgur, would look down-as if from a two 
| D-s pair 


1 


pair of Rairs window, and aſk who it was that kept grumbling 

there below. * Ort ; "71638 

A tatling fellow came and told a perſon of whom he 

had very little knowledge, a ſecret of the utmoſt conſe- 

quence to himſelf, begging for God's ſake that the other 

a would not tell it again. Never fear, ſaid the perſon, I 
|  Jhall at leaſt be as diſcreet as yourſelf. ENS, 


The celebrated Malherbe dined one day with the arch- 

| biſhop of Rouen, who was famous for being a tedious 
dull preacher. Dinner was ſcarcely ever before Malherbe 
fell aſlecp; but was awaked by the prelate, and invited 
to go and hear him . preach. I beſeech your Grace, ſaid 

Malherbe, to excuſe me; I can ſleep exceedingly well where 
1 AM. N Sd . * 8 | 
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A certain auctioneer's coach happened a few years ago, 

to prevent ſome noblemen's carriages from drawing up 

after the play, Lord deſired the coachman to drive 

off; at the ſame time calling to the owner, Mr. Auctioneer 
your coach is going / a going ! It's gone.” to the great morti- 

-* fication of the auctioneer, and the mirth of every one 
S hay 5 
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Two Iriſh labourers being at the execution of the ma- 
lefactors on the new ſcaffoid before Newgzte, one ſays 
to the other—arrah Pat, now! but is there any difference 
between being hanged here and being hanged in chains — N 
honey . replied he, no great difference 5 only one hangs about an 
hour, and the other hangs all the days of his life. 


m_ kad ae 
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A Dean of Canterbury, remarkable for holding a great 
number of church-preferments, travelling flowiy in his 
1 . chariot to that city, was overtaken by a poor parſon 
$1 who had ſomehow procured the loan of a good horſe. 
7 1h The parſon en paſſant, bowed moſt reſpectfully to the dean? 

8 who deſiring him to ſtop, begged he would call at the 
| Mermaid 
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Afermaid at Rocheſter, and order him a dinner, to be 


ready at a certain hour. The parſon accordingly called 
on the hoſt, told him he would be honoured with a viſit at 
ſuch a time, and muſt provide a good dinner, Fir how 
many, and pleaſe you honour ? ſays Bonniſace. My, re- 
plies the parſon, I can't well ſay. kow many perſons the whole 
compamy will conſiſt of, for I only ſaw the Dean of Canterbury, 
the Cannon of Wincheſter, the Provoſt of Lutchfield, the Rec- 
tor of Orpington, the Vicar of Romney, and one of the King's 
chaplains, The parſon than proceeded to his own home, 
which was within a few miles; and the landlord began 
to make ample proviſion for the numerous gueſts he ex- 
pected to entertain. Accordingly, when the Dean ar- 
rived a large table was ſet out, and the cloth laid, How's 
this, cries his reverence you have ſhewn me the wrong room; 
this ſurely is intended for a large company. — And pleaſe your 
honour replied the landlord, Parſon Single church called 
about an hour and a half azo, and told me I muſt 


provide for your honour, and the Cannon of Wincheſter, 


and the Provoſt of Litchfield, and the Rector of . and 
oue of the King's chaplains too, and I don't know how 

more; and ſo I thought, and pleaſe your honour,, I'd got 
enough.—Oh, very well, coolly anſwered the dean, who 
now recollected himſelf, I ought to have aſked Mr. Single- 
church to have ſtaid and dined with me. wh | 


A plain country yeoman bringing his daughter to town, 


_ faid, for all ſhe was brought up altogether in the country, 


ſhe was a girl of ſenſe, Yes, ſays a pretty young fe- 
male in company, Country ſenſe. Why faith, madam, 


fays the fellow, country ſenſe is better ſometimes then 


London impudence. 


A gentleman in king Charles the IId's time, who had 
paid a tedious attendance at court for a place, and had 
a thouſand promiſes, at length reſolved to ſee the king 
himſelf ; ſo getting himſelf introduced, he told his Ma- 
jeity what pretenſions he had to his fayour, and boldly 
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gentieman, demanding the ten pounds, But the miſer, 


8 


aſked him for the place juſt then vacant, The king hear- 
ing his Rory, told him he had juſt given the place away. 
Upon which the gentleman made a very low obeiſance 
to the king, and thanked him extremely; which he re- 
peated often. The king obſerving how over thankful he 
was, called him again, and aſked the reaſon, why he 
gave him ſuch extraordinary thanks, when he had 
denied him his ſuit: The rather and pleaſe your majeſty, 
replied the gentleman, than if you gave me a thouſand put- 
offs; but your majeſty has ſav'd me all that trouble, and 
generouſly given me my anſwer at once. God's fiſh, ſaid 
the-king, thou ſhalt have the place for thy downright honeſty. 


A merry drolling fellow, who lived with a lady that 
was Juſt on the point of matrimony, being ſent with a 
how d'ye to an acquaintance of her's, who lived a ſew 
miles off, was aſked how his lady did ; Ah, dear madam, 
replied the fellow, ſhe can never live long in this condition, 


A perſon adviſing a lady in town to marry a country 
gentleman ; to recommend the match in the ſtronger 
termes, told her it would be more convenient for her, be- 
caufe his concerns in the country joined to her's. Ay, ſays 
the lady, but his. concerns ſhall never join to mine in the 
city. 

.. 


A lady obſerving in der N how glorious and uſeſul 
2 body the ſun was—The ſun to be ſure ſays an Iriſh gen- 
tleman preſent, is a very fine body, but in my opinion, the 
moon is much more uſeful: for the moon affords us lght 
in the xight-time when we really want it, whereas we have the 


_ fun with us only in the day time, when we have no occafi- 


en forit. 

A miſer, having loſt an hundred pounds, promiſed ten 
pounds reward to any one that would bring it him. An 
honeſt poor man, who found it, brought it to the old 
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to baffle him, alledged there were a hundred and ten, 
pounds in the bag when. loſt, The poor man however, 


was adviſed to. ſue for the money; and when the cauſe 


came on to be tried, it appeared that the ſeal had not 
been broken nor the bag ripped, the judge ſaid to the 
defendant's counſel—The bag you loſt had an hundred and 
ten pounds in it, you ſay, Yes, my lord, ſays he, Then 
replied the judge, according to the evidence given in court it 
cannot be your money; for kere are only an hundred pounds: 
therefore the plaintiff muſt keep it till the true owner appears. 


A late chancellor of the Exchequer, who lived in the 
houſe at preſent occupied by Mr. Pitt, and which belongs 
to that office, on quitting it after his diſmiſſion, pro- 
teſted he would never again live in a kouſe of office, 


A booby of a country ſquire, who made an honeſt wo- 
man of his father's chambermaid bolted into the room 


when ſhe was. in labour, and blubbering over her with 


great tenderneſs, ſobbed out, that he was ſorry ſhe felt ſo 
much pain on his account, Don't make thyſelf uneaſy, 
love, {aid the wife, I can't bear to ſee thee fret, for I am 
ſure it was not thy fault. 7 ESE 


The Marquis de la Scallas, an Italian nobleman, hay- 
ing invited the neighbouring gentry to a grand entertains 
ment, where all the delicacies of the ſeaſon were pre- 
vided; ſome of the company arrived very early, for the 

urpoſe of paying their reſpects to his Excellency.— 
n after which the Major-Domo entered the dining- 
room in a great hurry, and told the Marquis that there 
was a moſt wonderful fiſherman below, who had brought 
ore of the fineſt fiſh in all Italy; for which, however, he 
demanded a moſt extravagant price. Regard not the price?! 
eried the Marquis; pay the money directly. So I would, 
pleaſe your highneſs, but he refuſes to take any money, — 
What then would the fellow have? An hundred ſtrokes of 
the ſtrappado on his bare ſhoulders, my lord; he ſays he 
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will not bate a ſingle blow. On this the whsle company 
ran down ſtairs to lee ſo ſingular a man.——A fine fiſh ! 
ried the Marquis; what is your demand, my friend? 
Not a quatrini, my lord, anſwered the fiſherman ; I will 
not take money. — If your lordſhip wiſhes to have the fiſh, 
you mult order me an hundred laſhes of the ſtrappado on my 
Raked back; otherwiſe I ſhall apply elſewhere. — Kather than 
loſe the fiſh, ſaid the Marquis, we muſt e'en let this fellow 
Have his humour, = Here, cried he, to one of his grooms, 
diſcharge this honeſt man's demands; but don't lay on tos 
hard; don't hurt the poor devil very much. The fiſher- 
man then ſtripped, and the groom prepared to execute his 
lordſhip's orders. Now, my friend, ſaid the fiſherman, 
keep an exact account I beſeech you; for I don't deſire a a 
fingle ſtroke more than my due. The Whole company 
were aſtoniſhed at the amazing fortitude with which the 
man ſubmitted to the operation, till he had received the 
\ iftieth laſh ; when addreſſing himſelf to the ſervant— 
Hold, my friend, cried the fiſherman ; I have now had my 
full fhare of the price.—Your jhare ! exclaimed the Mar- 
guis; what is the meaning of all this? My lord, returned 
the fiſherman, I have a partner, to whom my honour is 
engaged, that he ſhall have full half of whatever I receive 
for the fiſh ; and your lordſhip, I dare venture to ſay, will 
by and bye own that it would be a thouſand pifies to de- 
fraud him of a fingle ſtroke — And pray, my honeſt friend, 
Taid the Marquis, who 1s this partner? Your porter, my 
lord, anſwered the fiſherman, who keeps the outer gate, and 
refuſed to admit me unlefs I would promiſe him haf what 
I ſhould obtain for the fiſh. Ho, ho! exclaimed the Mar- 
quis, laughing very heartily, by the bleſſing of heaven he 
Mall have double his demand in full tale. The porter 
was accordingly ſent for, and being ſtripped to the ſkin, 
two gro ms were directed to lay on with all their might, 
till he had fairly received what he was ſo well entitled to. 
The Marquis then ordered his ſteward to pay the fiſher- 
man twenty ſequins, deſiring him to call annually fer on 
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like ſam, as a recompence for the friendly ſervice he had | 


done him. 5 


As the late Mr. Rich, whoſe abilities as a harlequin 


are univerſally known, was returning home from the 
play-houſe in a hackney coach, he ordered the coachman 
to drive him to the Sun, then a famous tavern in Clare- 
Market. Juſt as the coach paſſed one of the windews of 
the tavern, Rich, who perceived it to be open, dexterouſly 
threw himſelf out at the coach window into the room. 
The coachman, who ſaw nothing of this tranſaction, de- 
ſcended from his box, opened the coach door, and let down 
the ſtep; then taking off his hat, he waited for ſome time, 
expecting his fare to alight; but at length looking into the 
coach, and ſeeing it empty, he beſtowed a few hearty 


curſes on the raſcal who had bilked him, remounted his 


box, turned about, and was returning to the ſtand, when 
Rich, who had watched his opportunity, threw himſelf into 
the coach, looked out, aſked the fellow where the devil he - 
was driving, and deſired him to turn about. The coach- 


man, almoſt petrified with fear, inſtantly obeyed, and once 


more drew up to the door of the tavern. Nich now got 
out ; and after reproaching the fellow with ſtupidity, tem 
dered him his money. No, God bleſs your honour, faid 
the coachman, my maſter has ordered me to take no money 
to night.—Pſhaw, ſaid Rich, your maſter's. a fool; here's 
a ſhilling for yourſelf. No, no, ſaid the eoachman, 


who by that time had remounted his box, that won't 


do. Ixnoꝛo you too well, for all your ſhoes.: and Jo, Mr. Devil, 
for once you are out- witted. | | 


The late Lady Tyrawly, who was very ſhort-ſighted; 
being on a chriſtening viſit, her ladyſhip waited below 
ſtairs 2 conſiderable time with much impatience to ſee 
the child, which was tobe brought down to her. The foot- 
man, in the mean time, entered the apartment with a 
coal ſcuttle; who approaching the fire, near which ber 
ladyſhip was ſeated, ſhe 1 roſe, and bein 
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extremely deſirous of complimenting the family, with 
& thouſand common- place obſervatiens on the bantling, 
run on in the following manner, with great volubility.— 
La! it is the ſweeteſt creature I ever beheld ! my lord 
duke's noſe, my lady ducheſs's mouth ; my dear nurſe, this 
is an univerfal joy; for ſare no mother ever had ſo ſweet a 
creature“ The company ſtared; and her ladyſhip, who 
did not diſcover her error, called for her chair, con- 
gratulated herſelf on having paid her viſit, and returned 
wah full of the praiſes of his Grace's dear delightful 
Ye 


A Maſter of Arts being reduced to extreme poverty 
begged ſome relief of a lockſmith, who was at work in his 
Mop. The ſmith aſked him why he had not learned ſome 
art, to get his living by, rather than thus to go abont beg- 


king. Alas! replied the ſcholar, I am a maſter of ſeven. 
Of ſeven: replied the lockſmith ; they muſt be ſorry ones 


indeed, then, ſince they are not all able to keep you; for 


my part, I have only one, as you ſee, which maintains 


| feven of us; myſelf, my wife, and five children. 


At the beginning. of the revolution, feveral perſons of 
rank, who had been zealouſly ſeaviceable in bringing about 
this event, but who at the ſame time had no great abilities, 
applied for ſome of the moſt conſiderable employments 
under government; when the Earl of Hallifax Being con- 
tulted on the propriety of admitting thoſe claims. I remem- 
ber, {aid his lordſhip, to have read in hiſtory, that Rome 


was ſaved by the geeſe, but I do not recollect that thoſe 


geeſe were made conſuls. 


The Emperor Solyman, that haughty ſovereign of the 
Turks, whoſe talents were ſo great, and whoſe ambition 
was Without bounds; in his attack on hungary, took the 
city of Belgrade, which was conſidered as the bulwark of 
Chriſtendom. After this important conqueſt, a woman of 
tow rank approached kim, and complained bitterly, _ 

; me 
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ſome of his ſoldiers had carried off her cattle, in which con- 
liſted the whole of her wealth. You muſt then have been 
in a very deep ſleep, ſaid the Sultan, ſmiling, if you did not 
hear the robbers. Yes, my ſovereign, replied the woman, 
I did fleep ſoundly, but it was in the fulleſt confidence, 
that your highneſs watched for the public ſafety. ' The prince 
who had an elevated mind, far from reſenting this freedom, 
made her ample amends for the loſs which ſhe had fuſs 
tained, | 95 


A late popular character, when very young, was 2 
candidate for Berwick upon Tweed ; and being returned, 
preferred a petition to the houſe of commons, retaining a 
a certain eminent counſel, with a fee of fifty guineas.—' 
Juſt before this buſinefs was about to come into the houle, 
the barriſter, who had in the interval changed his political 
ſentiments, fent word he could not poſhbly plead. On 
this, the candidate immediately waited on his advocate, 
mildly expoſtulated and remonſtrated, but all in vain, 
he would not, by any means, conſent either to plead or 
return the money; adding, with a ſneer of profeſſional 
inſolence, that the law was open, and that he might have 
recourſe, if he conceived himfelfinjured. No, no, fir, re- 
plied the ſpirited client, I was weak enough to give y 
fee, but Jam not quite fool enough to go to law ith you ; - 
as I perceive my whole fortune may be waſted in retaining 
fees alone, betore I find one honeſt barriſter to plead for . 
me. I have therefore brought my advocate in my pocket Then 
taking out a-brace of piſtols, he offered one to the aſtoniſh- 
ed counſellor ; and proteſted that before he quitted the rooin 
he would either have his money or ſatisfaction. The 0 
ney was accordingly returned; but loſing ſo able an ad- 
vocate, the juſtice of his cauſe prevented not the failure of 
his application, | SPY 


A (certain colonel who made the fine fire · works in St. 
James 's- Square, to celebrate the peace of Ryſwick, being 
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in company with ſome ladies, was highly commending the 


. Epitaph juſt. then ſet up in the abbey, on Mr. Purcel's 


Onwnent— 


| He is gone to that place where only bis on. 8 can be « ex- 


ceeded, 


Lord, Colonel, ſaid one of the 1 the ſame TR 


might ſerve you, by altering a ſingle word: 


He is gone to that place where only bis own fire-warks can beige 


ceeded. 


His prefent Majeſty 8 to ſee the Rev. Dr. #*=* 
at the play, expreſſed ſore ſurpriſe at ſeeing g divine at 
fuch a repreſentation. Sire, replied the doctor, I am not 
alhamed at being at any place where the head Y the church. 


.. thinks proper to be preſent. 


A chimnev-ſreeyer in. a. certain 3 town, being 


one of the laſt voters at a violent conteſted election, was: 


ſtrongly preſſed. by each candidate. to honour him with: 
His vote. The fellow, who was for ſome time at a loſs. 
to tell which fine gentleman moſt merited his ſuffrage, at. 
laſt recollecting that he had often heard of kiſſing hands. 
among the great folks, declared that he would not vote 
For either, unleſs they would kiſs his hand. One of them 


accordingly came forward, and having, in vain, en- 


deavoured to perſuade, the ſweep to diſpenſe with ſo diſ- 
azreeable a ceremony, actually ſaluted his ſooty fingers ;; 
after which, confidently. claiming the expected reward. 
No, no, ſays the chimney-{weeper,. I ſhan't vote for you; 
for Tam very ſure, he that would. kiſs. my. hand * taſs the 
miniſter's a—ſe.. 


- 


3 


Ale den n de to build the boſpital olf bedlam- 
Fhoſe who. were employed ta gather this money, came 


ts; a. {mall houſe, the door of which was half open, from 
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the entry they overheard an old man ſcolding the ſervant 
maid, who, having made uſe of a match in kindling the 
fire, had afterwards indiſcreetly thrown it away, without 
reflecting, that the match ſtill having the other extremity 
dipped in ſulphur, might have been of further ſevice.— 
After diverting themſelves a while with the diſpute, they 
knocked, and preſenting themſelves before the old gen- 
tleman. As ſoon as he had told him the cauſe of their 
coming, he went into a cloſet, from whence he brought four -- 
hundred guineas, and reckoning the money in their 
preſence, he put it into their bag. The collectors being 
aſtoniſhed at this generoſity, and teſtifying their ſurpriſe, 
told the old fellow what they had heard. Gentlemen, 
ſaid he, your ſurpriſe is oecaſioned by a thing of little 
canſequence. I keep houſe, and ſave and ſpend mo- 
ney my own way ; the one furniſhes me with the means 
of doing the other; and both equally gratify my inclima-; 
tions. With regard to benefactions and donations, al- 
ways expect moſt from prudent people, who keep their own : 
accounts. When he had thus ſpoken, he turned them out 
of the houſe without further ceremony, and ſhut-the door, 
not thinking half ſo much of the four hundred: guineas which he. 


had juſt given away,.as of the match that kad been thrown. into the 
1 FO „ 

N i BCE P 
The late Doctor Franklin, in the early part of his life, 
followed the bufineſs.of a printer, and had occaſion to tra- 
vel from Philadelphia to Boſton. In his journey he ſtop- 
ped at one of their inns, the landlord of which poſſeſſed 
the true diſpoſition of his countrymen, which is, to be: 
inquiſitive, even to impertinence; into the buſineſs: of every 
ſtranger.— The Doctor, after the fatigue: of the day's. 
travel, had ſet himſelf down to ſupper, when his landlord. 
began to torment him. with queſtions. The Doctor welb 
knew the diſpoſition. of theſe people; he apprehended, 
that, after having anſwered his queſtions,- others would, 
come in, and go over the {ame ground, ſo he determined 
w {top him. Have you a wiſe, landiord? Yes, ſir, 


Pray: 


r — 
4£" Vo 2 — 


> \- 1 _ 2 ST n 
r 


Ty Fe * 
= 5 Dn = , 


2 8 "34 1. SIS r _— * — — 

24 » 7 3 . — 2 
n wy * 8 RN 4 92 —_ — 
— NN —— * Ny, N — 


form. — How many children have you? Four, fir. I ſhould 


done, I flatter myfelf you will permit me to eat my ſupper in 


2 When Spencer had finiſhed his famous poem of the 


p And 


out of the houſe, for if I read on I ſhall be ruined. 


| (62) 
Pray let me fee her. Madam was introduced with muck 


be happy to ſee them. The children were ſought, and 
introduced. How many ſervants have you ? Two, fir, a 
man and a woman. Pray fetch them. When they came 
the doctor aſked if there were any other perſons in the 
houſe; and being anſwered in the negative, addreſſed 
them with much ſolemnity : My good friends, I ſent ſor 
you here to give you an account of myſelf. My name is 
Benjamin Franklin ; I am a printer, of years of age, 
reſide at Philadelphia, and am going from thence to 
Boſton; I ſent for you all, that if you wiſh for any further 
particulars, you may aſk, and I will inform you, which 


peace. 5 i 


Fairy Queen, he carried to the Earl of Southampton, 
the great patron of the poets of thoſe days. The manu- 
ſcript being ſent up to the earl, he read a few pages, and 
then ordered his fervant to give the writer 20l. Reading 
on, he cried in rapture, Carry that man another 20l. 
proceeding ſtill, he ſaid, give him 20], more. But, at 
length, he loſt all patience, and ſaid, Go, turn that fellow 


In an aſſembly the other day, the converſation happen 
ed to turn upon a new publication, which was highly 
praiſed by a nobleman, who had juſt peruſed it, A per- 
fon in corspany, underſtanding, from what the nobleman 
faid, that he was a ſtranger to the author, went in queſt of 
him, knowing him to be hard by, and introduced him 
to the nobleman ; at the ſame time, intimating, that he 
ſtood in need of pecuniary aſſiſtance. His lordſhip coid- 
ly told the author he liked the work very well, and drawing 
out his purſe, made him a preſent of it; in which was 


nit 


» 
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That admired ſon of the comic muſe, Mr. Quick, be- 
tonging to the Liverpool company of comedians, at the 
time the celebrated Naval Review at Portſmouth 'made fo 
much noife in the world; one of the gentlemen of the 
theatre, after ſaluting Mr. Quick one morning in the 
Green Room, whipt open his waiſtcoat, the ladies ſet up # 
loud laugh, which the wag heightened, by- obſerving, the 
ladies had an opportunity of ſeeing a Naval Review without 
zoing to Portſmouth. | 


A man going home late at night was ſtopped by the 
patroles, and aſked where he was going: He being in- 
toxicated with liquor, told them, he came from where 
they would like to have been, and was going where they 
dare not come for their ears. They then aſked his name 
and where he lived. My name, fays he, is ſeven and 
twenty ſhillings, and where I live is out of the king's 
dominions. Upon which they took him to the watch- 
houſe. The next day he was examined before the juſtice, 
for the impertinent anſwers given to the patroles. Upon 
which he ſaid, Pleaſe your worſhip, I was at a punch-houſe, 
where I had good liquor, which made me ſay, they would 
wiſh to be there; end was going home to my wife, where 
they had no right to come; my name is moidore; and I live 
in Little Britain. This anſwer fo pleaſed the Juſtice that he 
was diſcharged immediately. a | 


A cardinal, highly in the confidence of Pope Alexander 
the Sixth, told him one day, that it would be expedient te 
baniſh the phyſicians out of Rome, for they were entirely 
uſeleſs. No, ſays the Pope, they are quite the reverſe; 
for without them the world would increaſe ſo faſt, that ons 
ould not live by another. 5 


The famous Rabelias followed the Cardinal of Lorrain 
to Rome, and attended on him as his phyfician.— This 
prelate being gone to pay hi duty to the new Pope, 
Eregory XIII. was, according io cuſtom, admitted = 


( 64 ) 


the honour of Hing his holineſs's toe. Rabelais, who was 
preſent, appearing ſurpriſed and ſhocked at the fight of 
ſuch a beaſtly action, haſted out of the room, and went 
away. The cardinal on his return home aſked him 
angrily, what made him run away before he was preſented 
to the pontiff, with the gentlemen of bis retinue.— I crave. 
your Eminency's pardon, anſwered Rabelais; but ſeeing 
you, who are a cardinal, a great prince, and my maſter, 
fo kiſs the Pope's toe, I thought the greateſt honour that could 
Sp fall to my ſhare would be to kiſs his holineſs s backſide. | 
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King 8 the Firſt gave all manner of libexty and 
encouragement to the exerciſe of buffoonery, and he took 
great delight in it himſelf. Happening once to bear fome- 
what hard on one of his Scotch courtiers: By my ſaul, re- 
mo” the peer, he that made your majeſty a king, ſpoiled 

the beſt fool m Chriſtendom. 


A young gentleman deſirous of being admitted into the 

w, was aſked a queſtion by one of the gentlemen of the 
long robe: Suppoſe, ſays he, your client had a debt owing 
him of nine pounds nineteen ſhillings, and the plaintiff was 
going to leave the country; How would you act? Why, 
ſays the young ſtudent, 1 would lend him another hilling.— 
This anſwer: ſo well pleaſed the judges, that they after- 
wards conſulted, and admitted him. 


1 | A lawyer told his client, his adverſary had removed his 
if ſuit from one court to another; to whom the client re- 

plied, . Let him remove to the devil, if he pleaſe Jam ſure 
_ my attorney, for money, will follow it. 


" Cardinal Wolſey was frſt miniſter of Rate to Hen. vir, 
and in great ſavor with him. He was a proud, inſolent, 
and vicious prelate, and falling under diſgrace, he was. 
ſent for by the king; but dying on his journey between 
York and London, he left this teſtimony behind him, to 
the honour of 900 and virtue, viz. Had I ſerved 8 
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off, and hearing what the gentleman faid, cried out, They 


- . 


God as ꝛcalou 0 as I have ſerved my prince, he would not have 
orſaken me in my old age. | | 


A nobleman, before a numerous aſſembly, told a wor 
thy divine, who was ſoliciting him for a living then va- 
cant, and in his lordſhip's diſpoſal, No, no, Doctor; talk 
no more of it; but prithee, man, learn to dance. - The 
doctor, not at all abaſhed, ſmilingly replied, He ſhould 
be incorrigible not to improve with his lordſhip for an 
inſtructor, who had long taught him to dance attendance. 
Have I ſo, doctor, ſays the Earl; then &en take the 


living, and my daughter Sophia ſhall teach you to turn your toes 
Out. | 


There was a patron in England that had a benefice 
fallen into his hands, and a good brother of mine came 
unto him, and brought him thirty apples in a diſh, and 
gave them to his man to carry them to his maſter, —The 
man accordingly preſented him with the diſh of apples, 
ſaying, Sir, ſuch a man hath ſent you a diſh of fruit, and 
deſireth you to be good unto him for ſuch a benefice. 


15 | Tuſh, tuſh, ſaid he, this is no apple matter, I will have 


none of his apples; I have as good as theſe in my own. 


= orchard. The man came to the prieſt again, and told 


Then, replied the prieſt, 


him what his maſter had ſaid, 
deſire him to prove one of them for my ſake; he ſhall 


* 


find them better than they look for, —He xceordingly cut, 
arry, 


one of them, and found ten pieces of gold in it. Ys: 
== quoth he, this is a good apple. The prieſt ſtanding not Tag . 


a»; 
as * 
wa 


— 


are all as one apple, J aſſure you, ſir-; they all grew on one 


WY tree, and have all one taſte. Well, he is a good fellow, 


let him have it, faid the patron, and get you @ graft of this 


tree, and I'll warrant it to you in beiter ſtead than all St. Paul's 
learning. | | N 


A poor but worthy elergyman, who poſſeſſed only 2 


Wl {102 ll leckureſhip, from the income of which he had a 


large 
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large family to maintain, had been under the neceffity 
throngh ſome expenſive family ſickneſſes, &c. of contract- 
ing debts with ſeveral of the pariſh, and, being unable 
to anſwer their demands, abſconded for ſome time, for 
fear of being troubled ; and, in ſhort, was ſo aſhamed of 
facing his creditors, that he even prevailed on a friend to 
officiate on Sundays for him. He however conſidered 
that this way of life could not laſt long, he took courage 
and reſolved to preach on the following Sunday before 
his pariſhioners ; when he took his text from the New 
Teſtament, in theſe words: | 


Have patience auith me and I will pay you all. 


He divided his diſcourſe into two general heads: Furſt, 
Have patience with me, Secondly, And I will pay you all.— 
He then expatiated very largely and elegantly on that 
moſt chriſtian virtue, patience ; after which, And now, 
ſays he, having done with my firſt head, viz. Have patience, 
F now come to my ſecond and laſt general head, which is, 
And I will pay you all. — But that I muſt leave for another op- 
portunity, Which excellent concluſion ſo pleaſed his cre- 
ditors, that they gave him his own time to pay his 
debts, aſſuring him that they would never trouble him 


more. 


A gentleman onee was called upon a jury at the Old 
Bailey, but he being diſtreſſed in cixcumſtances reſolved 
to turn upon the road to mend his fortune, upon which 
be ordered his barber to make bim a ſcarlet wig, which 
be wore, and robbed two gentlemen; after which he 
threw the wig away. A countryman with, his team tra- 
velling the road, picked it up, and admiring it, throws off 
bis cap and put on the ſcarlet wig, thinking it was the 
faſhion in London; he ſoon after arrived in town, and the 
two gentlemen who were robbed ſeeing the countryman, 
immediately took him in cuſtody, fuppoling him to be 
the man who robbed them: he was brought up to hs 955 
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Bailey for trial, and ſwore to by the two gentlemen.— 
The real highwayman was on the Jury, who thought it 
2 cruel circumſtance that an innocent man ſhould ſuffer, 
and putting on the wig, ſaid to the gentlemen, Who was 
it robbed you? O, lays the gentlemen, it was you, you 
are the man, we are ſure.— Then ſays the judge to them, 
Why you two will ſay it is me if I put on the wig. 
You have already ſworn to one, and yen want to ſwear to 


another; turn them both out of court, or they i ſwear to mg 
Next. i f — > 


A very ignorant perſon, but extremely foppiſh young 
fellow, going into a bookſeller's ſhop with a relation, 
who went there to buy ſomething he wanted, —_— 
couſin look into a particular book and ſmile, aſked him, 
what there was in that book to make him ſmile ? 
Why, anſwed the other, this book is dedicated to you, 
couſin Jack: Is it fo? ſays he, pray let me ſee it; for 
T never knew before that I had ſuch an honour done 
to me, Upon which, taking it into his hand, he found 
it to be Perkin's Catechiſm, dedicated to all ignorant 


: perſons, 8 " 


A drunken fellow having ſold all his goods to maintain 
himſelf at his pot, except his feather-bed, at laſt made 
away with that too; when being reproved for it by ſome 
of his friends; Why, ſaid he, Iam very well, thank God, 
and why ſhould I keep my bed, AY. ; Fa 


A gentlemen being arreſted for a pretty large ſum 
of money, ſent to an acquaintance, who had often pro- 
feſſed great friendſhip for him, to beg that he would bail 
him; the other told him, that he had promiſed never to 


be bail for any body; but with much kindneſs ſaid, I 


will tell you what you may do, you may get ſomebody elfe, 
of you can ? FEI | 
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When king Charles the Firſt was in great anxiety. 
about ſigning the warrant for the Earl of SBEfford's ex- 
ecution, ſaying, it was next to death to part ith ſo able 


2 miniſter, and ſo loyal a ſubject; a certain favorite of 
the king's ſtanding by, ſoon reſolved his majeſty, by tell- 


ing him, that in ſuch an exigence a man had better part 
with his crutch than his leg. „ 


Some rattling young fellows from London putting inte 
a country inn, ſeeing a plain rough-hewn farmer there, 
Jays one of them, you ſhall ſee me dumb-found that 


countryman. — So coming up to him, he gave his hat a 


twirl round, ſaying, there is half a crown for you, couutry- 
man, The, former, aſter recovering a little from his ſur- 


priſe, reared his oaken towel, and ſurveying him very 


gravely, gave him two very handſome drubs on the 


- 


there is two ſhillings of your money back again. | 


thoulder, ſaying, I thank you for your kindnels, friend, 


| A perſon having been put to great ſhifts to get money 


to ſupport his credit; ſome of his creditors at length ſent 


him word, that they would give him trouble. Pox, ſaid 


he, I have had trouble enough to borrow the money, and had 
not need be troubled to pay it again. 1 heed . 


1 country woman being ſick, bequeathed her ſow with 


pig to the parſon, who thinking ſhe would hardly recover, 


came ſoon aſter and took 'the ſow away.—The good wo- 
man recovering, aſked for her ſow, and being told the. 
parſon- ſhe had left it to, came when ſhe was very bad, and 
had taken her away. Bleſs us, ſays the, the parſon is 
worſe than the devil, for one may call upon him twenty 
times to take one before ke will do it, but I did but once 
bid the parſon take my ſow, and he fetched her immedi- 


| Alady, whoſe beauty was very much upon the decline, 
having lent her picture OA gentleman that was to come 
| a wooing 


4 69 F. 


2 wooing to her, bid her chamberma id, when ſhe was 
eoming t, dreſs her, to take care in repairing her decays 
2 little, or ſhe ſhould not look like her picture. TI warrant 
you, madam, fays ſhe, laying on her bavarian red; | 
2 little art made your picture like, and now a little of the 1 
jame art ſhall make you like your picture; your picture "2 

muſt fit to you. (32 4 C26 


A termagant ſempſtreſs coming to hunt a young fellow 
at his lodgings, where he was tertibly afraid to have his 
landlady hear ; ſhe began to open her quail pipes at a 
great rate, but was preſently ſeized with a fit of coughing. 
Lord, ſays ſhe, J have got luch a cold I can hardly ſpeak, 
Nay, as to that, ſays he, I care not how ſoftly you ſpeak. 
Do not tell me of ſpeaking ſoftly, ſays ſhe, I infſt upon it, 
that you let me have my money, or I will take the law of 
you, —Do, ſays he, then you will be forced to hold your 


tongue, for the law allows no body to ſcold in their own 
Eauſe, | 


One who had married a light-heeled wife, inſtead of 
an innocent country girl, which he took her for, was 
ſeverely rallied upon the diſcovery by his acquaintance. 
Among the reſt, a young lady having been very ſevere _ 
with him, he called to her lover, who was preſent, ſaying, 
fir, take off your waſp, I will have a fly-trap elſe. You 


will have occaſion for it, ſays ſhe, your wife has been 
blown upon. | 


When recruits were raiſing for the late wars, a ſer- 
jeant told the captain, that he had got him an extraordinary 
man: Ay, ſays the captain, prithee what is he ? A butcher 
far, replies the ſerjeant, and your honour will have a double 


fore for him, for we had two ſheep-ſtealers in the company 
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A harmleſs untey fellow having commenced a ſuit 
againſt a gentleman who had beat down his fences, and 
Tpoiled his corn: When the aſſizes drew near, his adver- 
fary bribed his only evidence to keep out of the way.— 
Well, ſays the fellow, I am reſolved I'll up to town, and 
the king ſhall know it, The king know it, ſays his land- 
lord, who was an attorney, prithee what good will that do 
you, if the man keeps out of the way? Why, fir, ſays the 
poor fellow, I have heard you ſay, that the king could 
make a man a peer at any time. 


A lady ſeeing a tolerable pretty fellow, ah by the help 
of a taylor and a ſempſtrefs had transformed himſelf into 
a beau, ſaid, What a pity it is to ſee one whom nature 
has made no fool, ſo induſtrious to paſs for an æſs: Rather, 
ſays another, we ſhould pity thoſe whom nature abuſes, 
than thoſe who abuſe nature; beſides, the town would be 
robbed of one half of its dieren if it ſhould be a crime 
to laugh at a fool, 
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The Roman Catholicks made a ent of matrimony, 
and in conſequence of that notion, pretended that it on- 
cerns grace: The proteſtant divines do not carry matters 
ſo high, but ſay, this ought to be underſtood in a qualified 
ſenſe: and that marriage fo far confers grace, as that, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, it brings repentance, which every body 

| knows 1 is one ſtep towards grace. 
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A lady who told another ſhe had a mind to quarrel 
with an impertinent teazing young fellow ſhe did not like, 
{aid ſhe eould not tell how to provoke him, he was fo very 

-afliduous and ſubmiſhve. life, ſaid her friend, I'd ſpit 
in his face. Alas! ſaid the, that will not do; Wen men 

_ fawning, like lap-dogs, they — that for a very gregt 
avore | 
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An extravagant young gentleman, to whom the title 


of Lord, and a good eſtate, was juſt fallen, being a little 
2 barraſſod 


1 
, 
- 
7 
9 
2 
CT 


(gu 3 


harrafſed by duns, bid his ſteward tell them, that whilſt 
he was a private gentleman he had keizure to run in debt 
but now being advanced to higher rank, he was too buſy te 


pay them. 


A wild young fellow, that had ſpent his fortune, being 
aſked, what he intended to do with himfelf? ſaid he de- 
figned to go into the army. How can that be, ſays one, 
you are a Catholic, and cannot take the oaths. You may 
as well tell me, ſays he, that I cannot take orders becauſe 
Jam an atheiſt, I aſk your pardon, replied the other, I 
did not know the ſtrength of your conſcience ſo well as I 
did the weakneſs of your purſe. | 


A gentleman complaining of a misfortune, ſaid it was 
along with that drunken fot, his man, who could not keep 
himſelf foter. With reſpe& to your worſhip, ſaid the 
fellow, I know very few drunken ſots that do keep themſelves 
ſober. | 


An Engliſh gentleman travelling to France, and made 
choice of an abbot, as wicked as himſelf, for the com- 
panion of his pleaſures. One of his countrymen told 
him, That though the abbot and hediffered about the way 
to heaven, they were in a fair way of going to the devil 
together. | | 
A very grave perſon being carried before a magiſtrate 
for having a little thing as big as a baſtard laid to him; 
one that was paſſing by, aſked what was the matter? Only, 
ſays another, an old gentleman is apprehended upon ſuſ- 
picion. of manhood. Manhood! cries the former, what 
has he committed murder ? Quite the contrary, ſays the 


other; he has committed fornication, and got a ſubjeR, not 


killed one. ; 


A countryman in the ſtreet enquiring the way to New- 
gate, an arch fellow that heard him, ſaid he would ſhew him 
5 preſently. 
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preſently, Do but croſs the way, ſaid he, to yon Golds 
{mith's thop, and move off with one of thoſe filver tankards 
and it will bring you there preſently, . 


A certain prieſt in a rich abbey in Florence, being 2 
fiſherman's ſon, cauſed a net to be ſpread every day on a 
table in his apartment, to put him in mind of his origin ; 
the abbot dying, this diſſembled humility procured him 
to be choſen abbot, after which the net was uſed no more. 
Being aſked the reaſon, he anſwered, there is no occaſion for 

the net now the fiſhis caught, 


A farmer, who had a very great name in the country 
for his dexterity in manly exerciſes, ſuch as wreſtling, 
throwing the bar, and the like, drew upon himſelf many 
. occaſions to try his ſkill, with ſuch as came far and near 
to-challenge him ; among the reſt a conceited fellow rode 
a great way to viſit this champion; and being told that he 
was in his ground behind the houſe, he alighted, and walk- 
ed with his horſe in his hand, till he came where he found 
him at work; fo hanging his horſe upon the pails, he ac» 
coſted him thus: That having heard much of his fame, he 
was come forty miles to try a fall with him. The cham- 
pion, without more ado, came up to him, and cloſing 
with him, took him on ſuch an advantageous lock, that 
he pitched him clear over the pails; and with a great deal 
of unconcern, took up his ſpade, and fell to work again: 
the fellow getting upon his legs again, as nimble as he 
could, called to ſpeak to him. Well, ſays the champion, 
have you any more to ſay to me? No, no, replied the fel- 
low, only to delire you would be fo kind as to throw my 


-horſe after me. 


A lawyer and a phyſician having a diſpute about pre- 
cedence, referred it to Diogenes, who gave it in favor of 
the lawyer, in theſe terms: Let the thief go before and the e 


ecnliouer r follow, | CI LS go, 
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